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Poetripteing the Headline page) FIRST EDITION, 

calfym. eé: nsonby, 1595 
*,* Excessively rare and unknown to Dowides, who erron- 
eously states the first edition to have been printed for 
Henry Onley in 1595 in 4to. 
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+ Sir Philip Sidney Knight. 


V5] Hentheright vertuous £.VV.and | 
jf l, were attheEmperours Court - 
! , togither, wee gaue our felues to 
Te learne horfeman {tip Qf Jom Pietro 
S01 Pagliano,onethar with great com- 
49|_mendation had the place ofan Ef- 
oe ae quire.in his fable : and hee accor- 
ding tothe fertilnes of the Italian wit did not onely 
aftoord vs the demonftration of his practife, but 
foughs roenrich cur mindes withthe contemplati- 
ons therein, which he thought moft precious. But 
with none I remember mine cares wereat any time 
_ moreloaden, then When (either angred with flow 
- paiment, or mooued witlrour learnerlike ad mirari-. 
on). hee exercifed his fpeech in the praife of his fa- 
cultie. He faid fouldiers were the nobleft eftate of 
mankind,and horfementhe nobleft offouldiers.He 
faid they.werethe maifters of warre,and ornaments. 
of peace, fpeedie goers, and flrong abiders, trium-. 
phers both in Camps and Courts: nay tofovnblee- 
ued a point he proceeded , asthat no earthly thing 
_ bred fich wondertoa Prince, asto bea good horfe- 
man. Skill of gouernment was buta Pedantersa , in 
ae Te of com- 


«The Defence of Poefie. | 
_ comparifon,then would he addecertaine praifes by 
telling whata peertefle beaft the horfe was,the one- 
ly feruiceable Courtier without flattery the beaft of 


moft bewtie, faithfuinefle,courage,and fuch more, 
that if I had not bene apeece of a Logician beforel . 
cametohim,Ithinkehe would haueperfwadedme + 
to haue wifhed my felfe ahorfe. Butthus much ar“ 


Jeaft, with hisno few words hedraue into me, that 
felfeloue is betterthen any guilding , tomake that 
_ feem gorgious wherin our felues be parties. Wher- 
-inif-Pulianos ftrong affection and weakearguments 


will not fatisfie you, wil giule you anearer example 


of my felfe , who Iknow not by what mifchancein 


thefe my not old yeares and idleftrimes,haumg flips 


-intothetitle ofa Poet,am prouoked to fay fomthing 
vnto you inthe defence ofthat my vnelected voca- 


tion, whichif Ihandlewith more good will, then — 


good reafons,bearewith me, fincethefcholler isto 
bepardonedthat followeth the fteps of his maifter. 


And yet I muft fay, that as [haue more iuft caufe to — | 
makea pittifaill defence of poore Poetrie, which © 


- fromalmoft the higheft eftimation of learning , is 
falneto bethe inaghing ftocke of children; fo haue. 
‘Ineed to bring fome more autaileable proofes, fince 
the former is by no man bard of his deferued credit, 

~ the filly later, hath had euren thenames of Philofo- 


“phers vied tothe defacing ofit, with greatdaunger 
of ciuill warreamong the Mules. And firftrruly to’ 
- allthem that profefsing leatning enuey againft Poe- - 
trie,may iuftly be obiected, thatthey goveryneare’' 


_ to vngratefulneffe , to feeketo defacethat which in 
the nobieft nations and languages that are knowne, 


hath — 


+ 
oe ee os 
a a 8 
%. 
"= 


| The Defeme of Poefie. 


hath benethe firft light giuer to ignorance, and firft ; 
nurfe whole milke litle & litle enabled them to feed 


afterwards of tougherknowledges. And will you 
play the Hedge-hogge,that being receiuedintothe 


+ den, draue out his hoft? Or rather the Vipers, that 


with their birth kill their parents ? Let learned Greece 


in any of his manifold Sciences, be ableto fhew me 


onebooke before 1/4/2us,Homer,& Hefiod,allthree 


nothing elfe but Poets. Naylet any Hiftorie bee 


brought, that can fay any writers werethere before. 
them, ifthey were not men of the fame skill, as Or- 


pheus, Linus and {ome other are named, who hauing 


benethe firft of that country that made pennes deli- 
uterers of their knowledgeto thepofteritie, nay iuf- 
ly challenge to bee-called their Fathers in learning. 


--  Fornot onely intime they had this prioritie, (al- 


though in it felfe antiquitie be venerable) but went 


_ beforethem,as caufes to draw withtheir charming 


{weetneflethewild vntamed wits to an admiration 


- ofknowledge.. Soas Amphion, was faidto mooue 


ftoneswith his Peetry,to build Thebes, and Orphets 


_ tobeliftned to by beafts , indeed -ftonie and beaftly 


people.Soamong the Romans, were Linius, Andre- 


_nicus,and Ennivs,fointhe Italian language,the firft 
that madeit afpire to bea treafure-houfe of Scierice, 


were the Poets Dante, Bocace, and Petrach. Soinour — 
Englifh, wer Gower, and Chawcer, after whom, enico- 
raged & delighted withtheir excellent foregoing, 
others hauefolowed tobewtify our mother toong, 
a(wel in the fame kind as other arts. T his did fo nota- - 


bly thew it felf,¥ the Philofophers of Greece durftnota 
log time ead bee vader $ mask of poets, 


2 So 


ee The DefenceofPoefie. = == 
- So Thales, Empedocles, and Parmenides , fang their na- 
turall Philofophie in verfes. So did Pithagoras and 


Phocillides, their morall Councels. So did Tirtexsin | 


‘warre matters,and So/on in matters of pollicie,or ra- 


ther they being Poets ,did exercifetheirdelightfull 
vaine in thofe points of higheft knowledge,which | 


_beforerthem laie hiddento the world.For,that wife 
Solonwas direCtly aPoet,it is manifeft, hauing writ- 


ten in verfethe notable Fable ofthe Atlantick Nand, 
which was continued by Plato.And truly euen Pla~ © 


ta who fo ever well conlidereth, fhall finde that in 
the body of his workethough the infide & ftrength 


were Philofophie , the skin as it were and beautie, | 


depended moft of Poetrie... For all ftands vpof Diaé 
logues, wherein hee faines many honeft Burgefles 


of Athens {peak of fuch matters,thatifthey had bene _ +t 


fet onthe Racke,they would neuer haue confefled 
them : befides his Poetical! defcribing the circum- 


-ftances of their meetings; asthe well ordering of a — 
banquer, thedelicacie ofa walke, with enterlacing 


— meere Tales, as Gyges Ringand others, which,who 
knowes not tobee-flowers of Poetrie, did neuer 


walke into Appollos Garden. And euen Aiffortogra- — 
phers, although their lippes found of things done, 


and veritie be written in their foreheads , haue bene 
glad to borrow both fafhion and perchance weight 
ofthe Poets. So Herodotus entituled his Hifforie,by 


thename of thenine Mufes, andbothheandallthe 


reft chat followed him, either ftale, or vfurped of 
Poetrie, their pafsionate defcribing of pafsions, the 


.Manv particiilarities of battels which no man could. 
affirme, or if thatbe denied me, long Orations put 


» . 
oe pale, ii a 


| The Defence of Poefie. 
in the mouthes of great Kings and Captains, which 
it is certaine they neuer pronounced. So that truly _ 
neither Philofopher, nor Historiographer, could at the 
firft havie entered into the gates of populer iudge-. 
ments, if they had not takena great palport of Poe- 
trie, which in all nations at this day where learning 
flourifheth nor, is plaine tobe feene: mall which, 
they hauefome feeling of Poetry In Turkey, belides 
their lawgiuing Diuines , they haueno other wri- 
ters but Poets. In our neighbour Countrey /reland, - 
‘whererruly learning goes verie bare, yet are their 
Poets held ina deuout reverence. Euenamong the 
moft barbarous and fimple Indians, where nowri- - 
ting is, yet haue they their: Poets who make & fing 
fongs which they call 4rentos, both of their Aunce- — 
ftors deeds, and'praifes oftheir Gods. A fufficient 
‘probability,that iF euet learning comeamong them, | 
_itmuftbeby hauing their hard dull wittesfoftened 
and fharpened withthe fweete delights of Poetrie, 
for vnitill they finde a pleafure in the exercife of the 
nhinde, great promifes of much knowledge, willlit- 
tle perfuade them that know notthe frutes ofknow- 
lédge. InvVales , théetrueremnant of the auncient 
Brittons, astheréare good authorities to fhew ,, the 
Yong timethey had Poets whith they called Bardes: 

_ fothorow all the cGquefts of Romans, Saxons, Danes, 
and Normans, fome of whom , did feeketo ruine all 
“memory of learning from among them, yetdo their _ 
Poets enentothis day laft : fo as itis not more nota- 
bie inthe foone beginning, then inlong continu- 
ing. But fincethe Authors of moft of our Sciences, 
werethe Romans arid beforethem theGreckes,let vs 
a | “B 3 ~ alitte 


The Defence of Poefie. 


e 
¢ 


__ alice ftand vpontheir authorities, bureuen fo farre 


astofee what namesthey haue giué vnto thisnow 
{corned skill. Among the Romanes a Poet was called 


Yates, which is‘as much as adiuiner,. forefeer, or 
P rophet., as by his conioyned words Vaticinium, - 


and Vaticinayi, is manifeft, fo heauenly atitle did 
that excellent people beftowe vppon this hart-ra- 
uifhing knowledge.,. and fo farre were they car- 
ried intothe admiration thereof, that they thoughr 
in the chanceable hitting vppon any of fuch ver- 
Yes, great foretokens of their following fortunes, 


were placed. Whereupon grew the word of Sor 
p vv hereup £ tn , 


tes Vergiliane, when by fuddaine opening vergils 


_ booke, they lighted vppon fome verle of his, asit 


- Isreported by many, whereof the Hiftories ofthe | 


Emperours lines are full. Asof A lbinusthe Go- 
uernour of our. [land who in his childhood met 
with this verfe U4 Tins Amens capio, nec fabrationes 
ix arms: and in his age performed it, althou h 


It were a verie vaine and godleffe fuperftition, as 


alfo it. was, tothinke {pirits were commaundedb y 


fuch verfes , whereupon this, word Charmes desis 
ued of Carmina, commeth:: { yet ferueth itto.fhevy 
the great reuerence thofe wittes wereheldin , and 
alrogither not without ground, fince both bythe 
Oracles of Delphos and. Sybillas. prophelies , were 
wholly deliuered in verfes, for that fame exquifite 
obferuing of number and meafure i the words, 
and that high flying libertie of conceit propper te 


the Poet, did feemeto haue fomediuine force in it. 


And may not I prefumea little farther,to fhewe the 

_-Feafonablenefle of this word ats , and fay thatthe 

Prin aa holy 
a a 


« 


- 
+. esti. 
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| . The Defence of Peefie. | | — 
holy Dawids Pfalms are adiuine Poeme ? IFT do,! thal 
not do it without theteftimony of great learned mé 
Both auncient and moderne. But euenthename of | 
Pfalmes wil {peak for me, which being interpreted, 
is nothing but Songs: thenthat it is fully written in 
mecter as all learned Hebritians agree, although the 
riiles benot yet fully found. Laftly and principally, ~ 
his handling his prophecie, which is meerly Poeti- 
call. For what elfeis the awaking his mufical Inftru- 
ments, the often andfree chaunging of perfons,his 
notable Profopopeias ,whé he maketh youasitwere | 
fee God comming in his maieftie, his telling of the’ 
beafts ioyfulneffe, and hils leaping, but a heauenly 
poclie, whetin althoft he fheweth himfelfe a pafsio-_ 
_natelouer ofthat vnfpeakable and ‘euerlafting bew- 
tie,to befeene bythe eyes of themind,onely cleared 
by faith?But truly now hauing named him, I feare I 
feemetopropharie that holy name, applying it to 
Poetry, which is among vs thrownedownetofori- 
diculousan eftimation. But they thatwith quiet 
iudgements wil looke a litle deeper into it, fhal find 
_ theend &working of it fugh,as being rightly appli- 
ed, deferueth nottobefcourged out oftheChurch 
ofGod. But now let vs fee how the Greekes haue 
named it,and how they deemed of it. The Greekes 


named him wr, whichname,hathasthemoft ex- 


- cellent,gone through other languages, itcommeth | 
of this word zr which is tomake: wherin Iknow’ 
_not whether byluck orwifedome, weEnglifhmen _ 
haue met withthe Greekes incalling hima Maker. _ 
Which name, how high and incomparableatitle ie 
is, I had rather were knowneby marking sora. > | 


~ 


a «The Defence of Poefie. 

of other fciences,thé by any partial allegati6. There 
is no Art deliuered vnto mankind that hath nor the 
_ workes of nature for his principall obiect, without 
which they could not confift, and on which they fo 
depend, asthey. become ACtors & Plaiers, asit were 


of what nature will hauefer forth. Sddoth the 7- - 


Stronomer \ooke vponthe flarres,and-by that he feeth 
fet downe what order nature hath taken therein.So 


doth the Geometritian & Arithmititian,intheir divers. 


forts of quantities. So doth the Af ufitians intimes tel 
_ you, which by nature agree,which not. The natu-. 
ral Philofopher thereon hath his name, and the(mo-. 


rall Philofopher ftandeth vppon. the naturall vertes,, 


vices,or pa(sions of man: and follow.nature faizh he, 
therein, and thou {haltnoterre. The Lawier faith, 


what men hauedetermined. The Hsforian , what. 


men hauedone. . The Gramarian, {peaketh onely of 
therules of {peech, and the Rhetoritian and Lagiti- 
an, confidering what in nature wil fooneft prooue, 
and perfwade aa oe giueartificiall rules, which. 
fill are compafled within the circle of aqueftion,ac- 
cording ak 

eththe nature of mansbodie, & thenatureof things 
helpfull, or hurtfull vneo it. And the Afetaphificke 
though it beinthefecond & abftract Notions, and 
a becounted fupernaturall, yetdoth heein- 


deed build vponthe depthof nature. Only the Poet . 


. difdeining to be tied toany fuch fubieGis, lifted vp. 
_ withthe vigor of hisowninuention, doth growin. 
effeét intoan other nature : in making things either 
‘betterthen nature bringeth foorth, or quiteanew, 
formes fuch as never were in nature : asthe Heroes, 


Densj- 


epropofed matter. The Phifitian way-_ 


, od 
‘ . « 
- * 4 
a ne ee 2 
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| She Defence of Poefie. 

-Pemigods,Cyclops, Chymer as, Furies, and fuch like ; fo 
as hegoeth hand inhand with nature, noteénclofed — 
_ wvithintheé narrow warrantof her gifts. but freely 

raunging Within the Zodiack ofhis owne wit.'Na- 

mirencuer fet foorththeearth info rich Tapiftry as 
diuerfe Poetshauedone, neither with fo pleafaunt 
riuers, fruitfull trees, fweete{melling flowers;nor 
whatfoeuer els may make thetoo much loued earth 
shore lonely: her world is brafen,the Poets only de- 
liuer a golden. Bur {et thofethings aloneand goeto 
man, for whomas the other things are,fo itfeemeth — 
' inhim her vitermoft comming is imploied: & know 
whether.fhe haue brought foorth fo truea louer as 
T heagents, fo conftanva friend:as Pylades, fo valianta 
mamas Orlando, forighta Princeas Xenophons Cyrus, — 
fo excellent a man euery way as Vérgils Aeneas Nei-— 
ther let this beieftingly coceiued, bicaufethe works 
ofthe one be effenciall, the other in imitation or fi- 
tion : for eerie. vnderftanding knoweth the ski 
of ech Artificer ftandeth inthat /dea, orforeconcer | 
ofthe worke, and notin the workeit felfe.And that 
' the Poet hath that Jdea, is manifeft, by deliuering 
them foorth in fuch excellenciéas he had imagined 
them : which delivering foorth, alfo isnorw holly 
imaginatine,as we are wont tofay by thé that build 
Gaftlesinthe aire : but fo farrefubftancially it wor- 
. keth,natonely to. make aCyrus,which had bene but 
aparticular-excellency-s:nature might hauedone, 
but‘ to beftow a Cyras vpontheworld to riiake ma- 
_ ny Cyrufes, ifthey willlearne aright, why.and how 
that maker made him. Neitherletitbedeemed-too — 
wey acomparifon;to ballancethehigheftpointof 
Jaret ; C "mans 


SP ihe Dofence of Roche. 7 | 

' ginesight- honor cacheheduenly maker of that ma- 
ker, whathauing mademantobis owne likenesyfet 
him beyend and ouedall the wobkes of that fecond 


nantre, whichinnathingbeithtwethfo much asa 
Poetry; when withthe force ofadiuine breath,he . 


bringesh things foarch furpafsing her doings: with 
ngsmall anguments-te the incredulous of that fir 
accurfed fall of Adin; {irice onrerectéed wit.maketh 
vsknow what perfeGio is,and yet our infected wil 
keepeth vs fro. reaching vito it.But thefearguméts 


will by few be vnderftood;and by fewer graunted: . © 
thus much hope wil be giuenme, thatthe Greeks. 


_ withfome probability-ofreafon,garie himthename 
aboueall names of learning.’ Now let vsgoetoa 
more ordinarie opening of him that thetruth may 


bethe more palpable: and.fo I hope though we gc 
1s 


pot {q.vamatched.a praife as the Ezimologie: of 
mameswillaraunt » yer: his veriedelcription which 


no manwilldenie, fhali not iu&ly be barred'froin 


a principall commendation. . .Pecfetherefore,is an 
Art of Jajtation: for fo _4riftetle réermeth itin the 
word “hoo, thatistefay, areprefenting,counterfels 
ting, or figuring forth so {peaks iste saber? 7 
_ {peaking Picture, with this end toteach and delight; 


_ Ofthis hauebenethreex cnerallkindes; the chiefe 


both in antiquitie and-excellencie , werethey thas 
did imitate he vncSeciealle-exceliencies of God 


Such were. Desidinhis Plalmes, Salmon in hisfong 


-_ of fongs,-inbis <Ecclefiafies and Pronerbes::, Mofes 
and: Debara ,. in.theig Hysines:, :-and the-wiyter-of 
dabe ;, Which belide ober i she learned -Emapnell 


ZT remeliwe, 


_ . _, The Defence af Poefie. . 
Tremelius, ang F .lunias, doo entitlethePoeticall . 
pait ofthedcriprure : againftthefe none will fpeake 
tharihdshithicholie Ghofindudholie reuerence.In 
ahis kinde; though ina fill wrong dinmitie, were 
Orpheus, Anplion, Homerin his himnes, and ma» 
nicother: both Greeke‘and Romanes..:. And this Poes 
He muftbeyvledby wholocuer wilt follow §. Paules 
<ounfailes in finging: Pfalmes: when they ate mery; 
and Iknowe is vied with the:frure of.comfort by 
fome ; when. in forrowfull panges of their death 
_ bringing finnes,- they. findettte confolation ofthe ~ 
neuer leauing poodnes.. . The fecond. kinde, is of 
- theri-tharideale with matters Philofophicall, ether — 
morall.asTirteus, Phocilides, Cato; or naturall,as L¥= 
cretins and Virgils Georgikes;ot Aftronomic¢all as 1¢4- 
niliusand Pontanns; or Hiftoricall as Lacan: which 
who miflikethe fault, :isintheiriudgemient quite 
outof aft, & nat ih the fweetfood of fweetly vtte- 
red knowledge. But bicaufe this fecond fort is wrap- 
ped within the foldeof the. propefedfubied, and 
takes not the freecourfeof his own inuenti6,whe- 
|" therthey properly bee Poets arna,: let Gramarians 
difpute; and goeto the third indéed right Poets, of 
whom chiefly this queftion arifech: betwixt whom © 
and thefe fecond, is fuchakinde of difference, as 


"betwixt the meaner fort of Painters, who coun- 


terfeyt onelyfuch faces as-are fet beforethein,.and 
themore excelent,who hauitg no law but wit,be- 
ftow that incolours:vpon you , whichis fitreft for. 
theeyeto fee, asthe conftanr, though lamenting 
looke of Lucretia, when thee punifhed in her 

{elfe anothers: fgulte.:. wherein hee: painteth nor — 
: Sea Ge Lucretia 
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Lacretiawhom he neuer faw, but painteththe out- 
. ‘ward bewry of fiich avertue. Forthefethird be they 
- which mott properly do imitatetoteach & delight: 
and to imitate, borrow nothing of whatis, hath dif, 
or fhall be,but range onely reined with learned dif- 
cretion ; intothe diuine confideration of what may 
_- beand fhouldbe. Thefe bethey that asthefirf and 

moftnoblefort, may iuftly berermed 7 ates :fothefe 
are waited on inthe excellenteft languages and beft 
wnderftadings, with the foredeicribed name of Po- 


~ ets.For thefe indeed domeerly maketoimitate,and _ 


imitate bothtodelight &teach,and delight tomoue 


men totake that goodneffe in hand, which without — 
delightthey would flieas from aftranger;and teach | 


to make them know that pha wheruntothey 
_ are mouted:which being the nobleft {copeto which 
 eulerany learning was directed, yet want there not 


- 


idle tonguestobarkearthem. Thefe befubdiuided — 


intofundry more fpeciali denominations.T he moft 
notable be the Herwick, Lyrick, Tragick, Comick, Saty- 


rick, lambick, Elegiack, Pastorall,and certaineothers: ~ 


fome of thefebeing tearmed according tothemat- 


terthey deale with, fome by the fort of verfethey li- 


ked beft towritein, for indeed the greateft part of 
Poets,haue apparelled their poeticall inuentions,in 
that numbrous kind of writing which is called verf. 
Indeed but apparelledverfe: being but an ornament 
and no caufeto Poetrie, fince therehaue bene many 


moft excellent Poets that never vérfefied, and now 


fwarme many verfefiers that need neuer anfwereto 


thename of Poets. For Xenophon who did imitate fo 
excellently as to gine vs effigiems initi imperii ,the 
. : oO pours 


a 
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pourtraitare of a inft Empyre vnderthename of Cy- 
rus, as Cicerofaith of him, madetherein anabfolure 
 ‘heroicall Poeme.So did Heliodorus, inhisfugredin+ 
uention of that picture of louein T heagenés & Cha- 
,viclea, and yet boththelewrote inprofe, which I 
fpeaketo fhew, that itis not ryming and verfing that 
maketh a Poet, (no more thenalong gown maketh 
- an Aduocate; whothough he pleaded in Armour, — 
> fhould bean Aduocar and no fouldier) but itis that 
_ faining notable images ofvertues,vices,or what els, 
_ withthat delightfull teaching , which muft be the: 
right defcribing noteto know aPoetby. Although 
indeed the Senate of Poets hath chofenverfeastheir 
fitteft raiment : meaning as in matter, they paffed alf 

in all ,fo in maner, to go beyond them : not {peaking 
tabletalke fafhion , or likemeninadreame, words: 

as they chanceably fall from the mouth,but peafing 
each fillable ofeache word by iuft proportion, :ac- 
cording tothe oe aa of the fubied&t. Now therfore 
it fhal not be amiffe, firftto way thislatter fort of po- _ 
 etrie by his workes, andthen by his parts, and if in 
neither of thefe Anatomies hee becondemnable , I 

— hopewe hall obteine a more fauourable fentence, 

_ This purifying of wit, this enriching of memorie, 
enabling of iudgement , and enlarging of conceit, 
. which commély wecal learning ,vnder what name 
fo ever it come forth, or to what immediate end foe- 
uer it be direCted, the finall end is, to lead and draw 
 -vsto as high aperfeCtion, as our degenerate foules 
made work by thetrelay-lodgings, canbe capable 

of, Thisaccording tothe inclination cf man, bred 
- many formed imprefsions. For fome that wae 7 
ac: oe . € 3. | the 
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this felicicy principally to be gotten by knowledge, 
‘and noknowledge tabe fo high otheanenly, as. ac- 
quaintance with the ftats; gauerhéfeluésto Afro- 
nomie: others perfwading théfelues tobe Demigods, 
ifthey knewthe caules, of things, becamenaturall - 
and fupernaturall Philefopbers. Somean admirable 
delight drewto. Muficke ; and fomethe certaintie of 
* demonftration tothe Mathematicks :,hurall one and 
other hauing this fcopetoknow, & by knowledge _ 
“ro lift vp the minde fromthe dungeon of the bodie, 
tothe enioying his ownediuine eflence. But when 
by theballance of experience it was found, that the 
Astronomer looking to the ftars might fall ihaditch; 
thatthe inquiring Philofopher might be blind in him 
felf, &the ALathematician,might draw forth a ftraight 
line with acrooked hart. Then lo did proofe, theo- 
uerruler of opinions make manifeft,that all thel¢ are 
| but feruing fciences ; whichas they hatte a priuate 
— endinthemfehes, foyetaretheyalldireGedto the 
higheft end of the miftrefleknowledge by.6 Greeks _ 


". apgrurme, which ftands as Ichinke,in theknowledge 


pfa mans felfe,in the Ethikeand Politique confide- 
_ yation, with the end of well doing, and not of well 

knowing onely. Euenasthe Sadlers next ende isto 
_ Make agood Saddle, but his further ende,to ferue a 
nobler facultie, which is horfmanthip, fothehorfe- — 
_ manszto fouldiery: and the fouldier nor only to haue 
the skill, but toperforme the practile of afoukdier. 
59 that the ending end of all earthly learning being 
yerteous action , thofeskils that moft ferueto bring. 
forth that, hayeamoft iufttitleto be Princes ouer al 
the reft:wherin ifweca fhew,the Poetis wort ny to 
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haue it before any other competitors : among whé. 
_ principally.to challenge it, ftep forth the moral Phi- 

lofapbers;whom me thinkes I fee comming tqawards 
me,with 2fuilain grauitie,asthough they could not 
abide vice by day-light,rudely cloathed,forto wits 
nefle ontwardly their contemprof outward things, 
_ with bookes intheir hands againftglorie , whereto 
- they fettheir names : fophiftically {peaking agamft — 
fubtiltie, andangry with any man in whom they fee 
the foule faultof anger. Thefe men cafting largesas 
_ they go ofdefinitions , diuitions , and diftinGtions, 
witha fcornful interrogatiue, do foberly aske,whe- 
ther it be pofsibleto findany path foreadytoleada - 
manta vertue ,.asthat which teacheth what vertué 
is, & teacheth it not only by dejiuering forth his ve- 
ry being, his caufes and effets, but alfo by makin 
knownce his enemie vice, which muft be deftroyed” 
and his comberfome feruant pafsion, which muftbe 
maftred’: by thewing the generalities that contains - 
it,and the fpecialities that are deriued from x, Laftly 
by plaine fetting downe, how it extends it felfeout 
ofthe limits ofa mans owne little world, tothe. go- 
uernment of families, and, mainteming of publike 
focieties. The Aisforian {casfely giuesieilire tothe 
Moral wo fay {o much; but that he loadenwithold 
-Montfe-eaten Records, authorifing himfelfe for the 
- moft part vpon other Hiftaries , whofe greateft at- 
thorities are built. vppon: the notable -fouridation: 
Herefiy,; hauing much ado toaccord differing wri- 
ters,& to pick truth ont of partiality: bereeracquain- 
ted witha foo. yeresago,thé withthe prefent age, 
and yet hetrerknowing-how this world goes — 
ot osd | 10Ww 
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how his owne witrunnes, curious for Antiquities, 


and inquifitnie of Nouelties, a wonder to yoong _ 


folkes, anda T yrant intabletalke;denieth ina great 

_ chafe, thatany man forteaching of vertue, and ver- 
-  tues‘actions, iscomparableto him.] am Teitstem- 
porum,lux veritatis,vitamemorie,magistravita, nun- 
cia vetustatis. The Philofopher faith he,teacheth adif- 
putatiue vertue,but I do an aCtiue.His vertue is ex- 
cellent inthe dangerlefle Acadenzy of Plato: but mine 
fheweth fortk her honourable face in the batrailes 


Of Marathon, Pharfalia, Poietiers,and Agincourt. Hee. 


teacheth vertue by certaineabftraG confiderations: 


but I onely bid you follow the footing ofthem that 
haue gone before you. Old aged experience, goeth 
beyond the fine witted Philofe 


Booke,! putthe learners hand tothe Lute, and if he 
bethe guide,Iam the light. Then would healleage 
ou innumerable examples, confirming ftorie by 
ories, how muchthe wifeft Senators and Princes, 
haue benedire€ted by the credit of Hiftorie,as Brx- 
tus, Alphonfus of Aragon, (and who not if need be.) 
Atlength, thelong line oftheir difputation makes a 
point inthis,that the one giueth the precept, & the 
other the example. Now whom (hall we find, fince 
the queftion ftandeth for the higheft forme inthe 
fchoole of learning to be moderator? Truly as mee 
feemeth,the Poet, and if nota moderator, euenthe 
manthat ought to carry thetitle from them both: 
— & muchimore from all other feruing {ciences. Ther- 


forecompare wethe Poet withthe Hiforian,& with 
the moral Philofopher :and if heegoebeyond them © 


tn, 


| er: but I giue the - 
experience of many ages. Laftly,ifhe makethefong © 
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both,no other humaine skill can match him. For as 
— for thediuine, with all reuerenceit is euer to be ex- 
cepted,not onely for hauing his {cope as far beyond 
any ofthefe, as Ecernitie exceedetha moment: but — 
_ euen for pafsing ech of thefe in themfelues. And for 
the Lewier though J#s beche —— of Juftice,the — 
chiefe of vertues, yet becaufe hefeckstomakemen 
good, rather formidine pena, then virtutss amore;or 
to fay righter doth not endeuorto make men good, 
but that their euill hurtnot others, hauing no care 
fo he bea good citizen; how bad aman hebe. Ther- 
_ fore as our wickednes maketh him neceffarie, and 
nece(sitie maketh him honorable., fo ishe not inthe 
- deepeft truth co fand iti ranck with thefe,who al én- 
deuour totake naughtinefleaway, and plant good- 
neffe eueninthefecreteft cabinet of our ‘foules: and 
thefe foureateall that any. way deale in theconfide- 
_ ration of mens manners, which being the fupreme 
knowledge, they that beft breedit, dcetu: the beft 
commendation. The Philofopber therefore,and the — 
Historian, arethey which would win the goale, the 
one by precept, the other by example:-but both, nor 
_ hauing-both,dooborh halt. Forthe Philosopher fer 
ting downe withthorni¢ arguments, the bare rule, 
is fo.hard of vtterahce,andfo miftie to beconceiued, 
that one-that hath no other guide but him, halt 
wade in himril] hebe old; betorehe fhall finde fuf- 
ficient caufe tabe honeft. -For hisknowledgeftan- 
deth fo vponthe abftract and generalf that happie is 
~ that man who may vnderftand him, and more 2 
pie, that can apply what he doth vnderftand.Onthe 
other fide, the HiiZorian wanting the precept, is fo 
at D tied, 


seen? The Defe ence of. P oefte. a. 
tied, notto wharfhouldbe, but towhatis, tothe 
particular truth of things,and.not tothe general rea- 


fon-of things, tharhis ¢xampl¢drawethrio neceffa> 


- gle confequence, and therefore aleffe fruitful doc- 
trine.-Now doth the peerlefle Poet performe boths 


for whatloener the PAilofapher faith {hould bedone,. 
he giues aperfect pictureofit byfome onejbywho 
he prefuppoferhit wasdone,-foashe. coupleththe — - 


generall notion with the particuler example. A per- 
fect picture fay for hee yeeldeth to the powers of 
_ the mindean image of that whereof the Philofopher 
heftoweth buta wordifh de(cription, which doth 

neither ftrike, pearce, nor poffeffe, the fight of the 
foulefomuch,asthar other doth. For asin outward 
things to.a manthat had neuer feenean Elephant,or a 
Rinoceros ,whothould'tell him moft exquificely. aff 
their fhape;cuilour, bigneffe, and particuler marks; 
orofagorgiouspallace an Architecture who decla- 


ring the full bewries, might wellmakethe hearéra-. 


_ bleto repeat.as it were by roatallhe tad heard ; yer 


fhould newerfatiffie his inward conceiv,with being — 


~ witnelle toiclelfeofatrue liuely knowledge : but 


 thefamema;, afloonashe inightfeethofebeatts wel | 


painted, or tHat honfewet in modoll, fhuld ftraight-- 
_ Waies grow without need ofarty defcription toa iu-. 
dicial comprehending of them,fono donbrthe Pi- 
lofopbemwith his fearned:definitions ,beit ofverrues 
. Onrvices;matrersof publike policy of pritiat’2ouern- 
mente, repleriifHeththe memorie with many infatti- 
ble grounds of wifdom, which norwithftanding lie 


darke beforetheimaginatiueand iudging power, if - 


they 


a * 7 4 


benotilluminaredor figured fortlyby-thefpea- 
a _ | king: 
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king pidure of Poefie. Tully taketh much paines,and 
many times not without Poericall helpesto make vs 
know the force, loue of our country hath in vs. Ler 
vsburheare old 4rchices, fpeaking in the middeft of 
Troies flames, or fee Hiiffes in the fulnefle of all Ca~ 
pfoesdetightes , bewaile his abfence from barraine 
andbeggerly thece. Angerthe Stoickesfaid, was a 
fhort madneffe: let bur Saphoclesbring you Aizx on 
aftage,killing or whipping fheepe and oxen, thin- 
king themthe Army of Greekes, with theit Chict- 
taines Agamensnon , and Menelaus : and tell meif you 
haue nota more familiar infight into Anger, then 
finding inthe {choolemen his Genws and Difference. 
See whether wifdem and temperance in¥ liffes and 
Diomedes, valurein Achilles, friendthipin Nifusand: 
Eurvialus, evento an ignoram man carry not an ap- 
soba arin :and contrarily , theremorfe of con- 
ciénce in Oedipus; thefoonerepenting pridein 4¢a- 
memnon ; the felfe devouring crueltie m his father 
Atrens , the violence of ambition intheewo Theban 


' ” brothers;the fower fweernefle ofreuenge in Medea; 


and to fall lower, the 7 erentin Gnato,and our Chaw- 
cers Pander {o expteft, that we now vietheir riames, 
‘to fignifietheir Trades: And finally, alf vertues;vi- 
ces , and pafsions, fo in their owne haturall ftates, 
laide to the view , that we feeme not to heare of 
them, but clearly to fee through them: But e- 
uen in the moft excellent determination of good- 
nefle , what Philofophers counfaile can fo recdely 
. dire@t a Prince, as the feined Ciras in Xenophon , 
or a vertious man in all fortunes: ase Zeneas in 
Virgil , ora whole giant Mee asthe — : 
| JOOS ° 
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of Sit Thomas Moores Estopia. I fay the Way, bec 


caufe where Sir Thomas Moore erred, . it was the 
fault of the manand not of the Poet : for that Way 
ofpatterning a Commen-wealth, was moft abfolute 
though hee perchaunce hath not fo abfolutely 
performed it. | Forthe queftion is, whetherthe fai- 
ned Image of Poetrie, or the regnier inftruGion: 
of Philofophie , hath the more force in teaching ? 
Wherein ifthe Philofophers haue morerightly thew- 
— edthemfelues Philofopbersthen the Pocts,haue attei- 
ned to the hightoppe of their profefsion (as in truth: 
Mediocribrs effe poets non Dii,non bomines,nonconceffe- 
" we columnea, ) itis (Ifay againe) not the fault of the 
Art,but tharby fewe menthat Art can be accompli- 


fhed, Certainty euen our Sauiour Chrift couldas: _ 


well haue giuen the morall common places of vn- 
ceharitableneffe and humbleneffe,as the diuine nar- 
ration of Déuesand Lazarus , or of difobedience and 
mercy, as that heauenly difcourfe of the loft childe 
and the gracious Father, but that his through fear- 
ching wifedome, knew the effate of Dives burning: 
in hell ,and of Lazarus in Abrahams bofeme, would’ 


more conftantly as it were, inhabit boththememo-_ 


tieand iudgement. Truly for my felfe(mee feemes) 
Ifee before mine eyes, thelof childs difdainful pro 
digalitie,rurned to enuy aSwines dinner: which by 
the learned Disimesare thought not Hiftorical acts, 


_ butinftruGing Parables. For-conelufion,] fay the: 


| Philofopber,teacheth,but heteacheth ob{curely,foas 
the learned onely can vnderftand him, that isto fay, 


he teacheth them that arealreadiectaught. Burthe 


Poet isthe fod for thetendreft ffomacks,the Poer 
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is indeed , theright populer Philofopher. Whereok 
Efeps Tales giue good proofe , whofe prettie Alle- 
gories ftealing vnder the formal! Tales of beaftes, 

‘makes many more beaftly then beafts : begin to hear 
the found of vertue from thofe dumbe {peakers.But. 
now may itbealleadged, that if this imagining of 
matters be fo fit for the imagination , thenmuft the 
Historian needs {urpafle,who brings you images of 
true matters,fuch as indeed weredone,and notfuch 
as fantaftically orfalfly may be fu [eae bin 
done. Truly .4riftotle himfelfe in his difcouirfe of Poe- 

J, plainly determineth this queftid,faying that Poe. 

trie is gvoperesn and @ eines, that isto fay,it is more 

Philofophicall and morethen Hiftory.His reafon is, 

becaufe Poefie dealeth with xs, that isto fay, with 

the vniuerfall confideration, andtheHiftorie with  _ 

xef' ixest the particular. Now faith he, the vniuerfall 
wayes what is fitto be faid or done, either in likeli- 
hood ornecefsitie, which the Poefie confidereth in 

- his impofed: names : and the particular onely mar- 
keth whether Alcibiades did or faffered this or that. 
Thus farre Aristotle. Which reafon of his, as all his. 
is moft full of reafon. For indeed ifthe queftio were, 
whether it were better to hauea particular a& truly 
or falfly fet downe , there isno doubt which istobe 

chofen,no more then whether you had rather haue 

Vefpacians Piture rightas he was, or atthe Painters 
pleafure nothing refembling. But ifthequeftionbe: . 

for yourowne vie and learning, whether itbe bet- 
ter to haue it fet downeas it fhould be, oras it was ;: 

thencertainly is moredodtrinable, the famed Cyrus 
in Xenophon , then the trueCyrae in Justix : andthe 
- oT D...3 fained 
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fained Aeneas in Virgill,thenthe right Aeneas in Da- 
res Phrigius :astoa Ladiethat defired to fafhion her 
countenance tothe beft grace: a Painter fhuld more 
benefite herto pourtrait a moft fweete face , wri- 
ting Cavidia vppon it, thento paint Camidia as fhee 
- yvas, who Horace {weareth was full ill fauoured. If 

the Poet do his part aright, he wil thew you in Ta#- 
talus Atreus, and fack 
bie fhunned ;-in :Cyras, Aeneas ,V Liffes , cach ching 


~— go.be followed. : where the Hiforianbound totell - 


things as things were, cannot be liberal! , without 
hee will be Poeticallofa — patterne , butasin 
Alexander or Scipiohimielfe, fhew.doings,fometo 
be liked fometobe mifliked; and then how wil you 
difcernewhatto follow, but by your owndiferetid 
which you had withoutreading 2. Curtivs. And 
whereas a man may fy , though in vniuerfall confi- 
deration of dodtrine,the Pect preuaileth, yet that the 
Hiftorie in his fayingfuch athing was done, doth 
warrant a man'‘morein that he hall follow. Thean- 


fwereis manifeft , that ifheftand vponthat was; as 


ifhe thould argue, becaufeit rained yefterday,ther- 
fore it fhould raine to day, then indeede hath. it 
fome aduantage toa grofle conceit. But if hee 
knowe an example onely enformesacomieQured 
likelihood, and fo goe by reafon, the Poet doth fo 


farre exceed him , as hee is to frame his example 
to that which is moft reafonable, be itin warlike, _ 


tie ee or priate matters, wherethe HiStorian in 
is bare, was; hath many times that which wecalf 
fortune, to overrule the beft wifedome. Manie 
times he mu tell cuents, whereof he can yeeld . 
rue & ee caule, 


like , nothing that is not to. 
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caufe,or ifhe do, it muftbe poetically.Forthat a fai: 
ned example hath as much forcetoteach, as.a trne 


example (foras for to mooue; itis cleare,fincethe _ 


fained may be tuned to the higheftkey of pafsion) 
let vs take one example wherein an Hisorian and a 
Poet did. concurre. Herodotus and Justin doth both | 
teftifie, that Zepirus, King Darius faithfull fernart, | 
feeing his maifter tong refitted bytherebellious 2:- 

bilomsans,fained himfelfe in extreame difgrace of his 
King, for verifying of which, he: caufed his owne 
. nofe and -eares to: be cut off , and fo flying to the - 
Babylonians. was receiued , and for’ hisknowne-va- 
luce fo:farse creadited , that ee did finde meanes | 
to-deliuer them onver to Darizs, |: March: like-mat- 
ter:doth ‘Liay record of Targsinius, and his fonne. 
Xenophdn-excettently fameth fuch an othet Strata- 
geine:, performed: by « dbradates in. Cyrus behalfe: 
_ Now:iwoutd'l fuincknowe: ; foccafion Beprefen- 
ted vata you, to ferue your Prince by. fach an-hos 
nef difsmulation., why you do not as well learne 
it of Xenophons fiction, as.of the others veritie and 
truly fo much the better, as you fhall-fane your nofe 
by the bargaine : » For. /bradates.did- not coun- 
‘terfeyt fo fare... S6-then the beft of the: Aiitorian 
is. fubiect to the Poeg, for whatfoeuer aftion or 
faction , whatfoeuer: counlaile, pollicie, or warre, — 
ftratageme., the Historian isbounde to-recite, that 
may the Poet if heeliftwith his imitation make his _ 
ewnes bewrifying it both for farther teaching, 
and more delighting as it pleafe him : hauing all 
fr6:Dante his hevé to his hell, vnderthe authority of 
his pen. WhichifI beasked what Poets hauedon fod 
Pag as 
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as I might wel name fome;(o yet fay I,and fayagain, 


I {peake ofthe Art and not ofthe Artificer. Now to - 


that which commonly is attributed to the praife of 
Hiftorie,in refpect of the notable learning, is gor by 
marking the fucceffe,as though therein a man fhuld 
fee vertucexalted, & vice punithed: rruly thatcom+ 
mendation is peculierto Poewie,and farreoff from 


Hiftorie ; for indeed. Poetrie ever fets vertue fo out 


an her beft cullours, making fortune her well-way- 
cing handmayd, that one muft needs be enamoured 
rey 


er. Well may you fee /ifes ina ftorme and in . 


other hard plights, bur they are but exercifes of pae 
tience & magmanimitie,to make thé fhine themonré 
in thenear¢ following profperitie. And ofthe cons 
trary part, if euill mencometothe pon , they cuer 
goe out (asthe Tragedie writer aniwered (6 one 
that mifliked the fhew of fuch pesfons) fo manicied 
asthey licie animate folkesto follow them. But the 
Hiftorie beeing captitied to therrueth of a: foolith 
world, is many times aterror from well-doing, and 
an encouragement to'vnbrideled wickednes. For 
fee wenet valiant Milsiades rorin his fetters ? The 
iuft Phacion’and the accomplifhed Socrates , put to 
death like Traysars ? The cruell Senerus , liue prof- 
peroufly? Theexcellent Seueras miferably murthe- 
"red? Syla and Marius dying intheirbeds 2? Pompey 
and Crceroflain then when they wold hauethougin 
ekileahappine(fe? See we not. vertuous Catodrimen 


tokilthimfelfe, and Rebell Cefer foaduariced, thas 
his name yet after 1600. yeares fafteth inthe high; 
eft honor? And marke but euen C2/ars owne words. 


eftheforenamed Sylis, saa agape 78 
wh on ly 
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neftty to put downe hisdithoneft Tyrannie) Lites 
748 nefcinst :as if wantof learning cauled himtodoo 
well. He ment itnot by Poctrie, whichnor content 
- ‘with earthly plagues,deuileth new punifhments in 
hell for Tyrants: nor yet by Phitofophy,whichtea- 
cheth Occidentos effe,but no doubr by skill in Hiftory, 
for shat indeed can affoord you Cipfelus, Periunder, 
Phalaris, Bintifes sand Iknow net how many more 
ofthe famedetoriell that fpeed: well inough in theit 
abhominable iniufticeof vfurpation. 1 conclude 
therforethat he excelleth hiftorie,not onely in fur- 
nithing the minde with knowledge, but in fetting ix 
forward to that which deferuss to be called arid ac+ 
_ counted good : which fetting forward and mouing 
to well doing ; indeed ferteth the: Lawrell Crowne 
vponthe Poctsas victorious, not onely. ofthe Wifes , 
vias, but ouer the Philofopher , howfoeuer in cea: 
 Ghing ic may bsqueftionable.Forfuppofe itbe gram 
ted, chat which T {uppofe:with great reafon maybe 
@enied; thatthe Philofopher in reipeCt of his metho. - 
ical proceeding,teach more perfectly then the Po. 
et, yerdo Ithinke, thatno man is fo much seneres, | 
asto compare the Philofepher in mvoouing with the 
Poet. Andthat moouingis of ahigher degree theh _ 
' teaching, it may by this appeare, that it is well nigh 
both the caufe anid effe& of téaching. For who will © 
beraughr, if heebenet mooued. with defiretobe 
caught? And whaefo mmch good doth thatteaching 
bring foorth, (I fpeake ftill of moral! doctrine) as — 
thar it mooueth onerodo that which it dothteach 
For as C4 riitorle faith; itis nore but ee nultbe 
the fute: and how — ri 
| : ie 


2 
» 
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 -wedto practife, itis nohard matterto confider. The 
sini Seth fheweth you the'way,. hee enformeth 
hod | 
of the way ,.as ofthe pleafaune lodging you ‘thalf 
haue when your iourney is ended ,.as. of the: ra- 


ny by turnings that may diuert you from your way:. 
But this is to no.man but -to. him that will reade-: 
him, and reade him with attentiue furdious pain- 


fulneffe ,.which conftant defire, whofokuer hath in 


_ him, hath alreadie paft halfe the hardnefle of the: 


way.: and therefore is beholding to the Philofo- 


. pher;.but for the other halfe.. Nay tly learned. 
amen hauelearnedly thought, that where oncerea+_ 


fon hath:fe. much: ouer-maftered. pafsion ,.:as that 
the minde hath a free defire-to doo well, the in+ 


. ward: 71 ra erg pape felfe, is as good’ 
6 


as a Philefopbers booke,.fince in Nature we know 
it is well:,.todoowell, and what is well, :and what 
-ts euill, although: net inthe wordes of Arewhich 


Philofophers beftow: vppon vs : for out of naturall — 
conceit the: Philofopbers drew it; but.to bemaued | 


to doo that which wee know ,. or to: be moaued 
with defire to know... Hoc ops hic labor et, Now 
therein of-all:Sciences I (peake ftill of hiimane (and 


— to the. humane. conceit) is:our-Poet the ° 


. «Monarch: For hee doth not onely thew the way; 
but giueth fo fweere-a:profpect into: the way, :as 
will. entice anie man.to enter into-it:; Nay hedoth 
as if your iourney fhould tyethrough afairevine> 
yard, atthe verie firft, give -youra clufter. of grapes; 


that full of that tafte, you-may long to paffe fur- 


ther.: Hee:bepinneth not with obfcure-definiti- 


the particularities; as well of thetedioufnes. 
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ons, which muft blurre the margent with inter- ~ 


pretations . and loade the memonie with doubt- 
fulnefle : but hee commerh to you with words 


fet in delightfull proportion, either accompanied — 
with , or prepared forthe well ‘enchanting skill of © 


 CMuficke, and. with azale forfooth he commeth vn- 


_ soyou, with atale, which holdeth children:from 
. play, and.olde menfromthe Chimney corner ; and. 


pretending no more,dothiatend the winning ofthe 
~-minde from wickednes to vertue; euenasshe child 
-isoften brought totake moft whotefomethings by 
hiding them4n fuch other as haue a pleafaunt tafte: 


‘which ifone fhould begintotell them thenature of 


the Allaes or Rhabarbarumthey fhould receiue,wold 
fooner take their phifick at their eares then attheir 
‘mouth , fo isitin men(mof-of which, are:childifh 
inthe beftthings,tikthey be cradled in their graves) 
| pid they will betohearethe tales of Hercyles, Achil- 

les, Cyrus, feneas, and’ hearing them, muftneedes 
hearetheright defcription of wifdom ;walue,and iu- 
ftice; which if they bad benebarely (that isto fay 
Philofophicalty) fet.out, they would fwearethey be 
brought to fchooleagaine ; that imitation whereof 


Poetrieis,hath the moft conueniencieto nature of al 


_ other: infomuch tharas -Ariffotle faith thofe things 


which in themfelues age horribie,as cruel battailes, 


ynnatural monfters;are made in pocticall imitation, 
 delightfull. Truly Thaueknowse-men, that even 
withreading Amadz degaule,which God knoweth, 

wanteth much ofaperfed : Pocfie, haue found their 

hearts moued tothe exercile of courtefie, liberati- 

tie,and efpeciall y courage. Who readeth Aeneas car- 
rying old Anchifes on his mer that wifheth not 
> afr 


a 
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it werehis fortuneto performe foexcelleneran AQ? 


Whom doth not thofe words of T#rs0smooue, _ 


(the Tale of F arnashauing planted his image inthe 
' imagination) i hes terra videbit? V{qneadeone 
maori mi fer um eff? W hex thé Philofophers'as they think 
fcorneto delight, fomuft they be content little to 
mooue ; fauing wrangling whether Virtss be the 
_ chiefeor the onely good ; whether the contemptia« 
tiie or the aGtiue life doexcells which Plata & Poe 
tius wellknew : arid therefore made miftrefle Philo- 
Sophie verie-often borrow the masking ‘taimentof 
Poefie.' For euenthofe hard hearted euill men, who. 
 thinke'vermue afchoole name; and know no other 
good but indulgere: genio; and therefore defpife the 
auftereadmonitions of the Philofopher, and feelehot 
the inward reafon they ftand vpon, yet will be con- 
tent to bedelighited ; which isall the good, fellow 


Poet feemes to promife ; and:fo ftealetofeetheform — 


ofgoodnes, (which feene,they cannot butloue)eré 


_ themfelues be aware, as ifthey tookea medicine of 


Cheries. Infinit proofes of the ftraunge effects of 
this Poeticall inuention, might be alleaged : onely 
two.fhall :ferue, which are fo often remembred , as 
Ithinkeall men know them. The one of Menemns 
Agrippa, who whenthe whole people of Rome had 


refolutely diuided themfelues fromthe Senate,with =~ 


—— thew of vtter ruine, though he were for 
that time an excellent Orator, came not amdg them 
vpontruft either of figuratiue fpeeches, or cunning. 
infinuations , ahd much leffe with farre fet Afaximes- 


of Philofophie, which efpecially # they were Pla- — 


tonike, they muft haue-leacned’ Geometric before 
te ae y hg = tized Gy & DO. le .. they 


. 
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they could wellthaue conceiued: but forfooth, he ~ 
behaueth himfelfe like ahomely and familiar Poe, 
Hetelieththenta tales that there wasiatime, When - 
alt he patts of the bodie tiadeamitindusconipiray 
cie agairift the belly -which they troughtdevoured | 
the frutes of each others labour. they concluded 
théy would tet fo vriprofitable afpender farue, Ind 
the éhd,to bie Chiote for ehietareis notgriousj'and:48 
notorious that it was atald, with pin hints the bely 
" bythey plagued theifelués ; this applied By him, 
wrotight fich ‘effect in thie people, 4s I neuerred, 
that Griely words brought foarh: bur-thertfofud- 
daine and{o good an alteration; for vpor realonable 
- Coriditionsa perfect reconcilementenfied/ The'sz 
ther is of 'Withan the Prophe:, whowhenthe holie 
Dawid, had {o fatre forfaken God; dst Confistne A~ 
dulterie with miirther; whenlhe was todotiertn- 
drelt office of 4 friend; in laying hisowne (hameBe- 
fore hig eyes ; fent by God ‘tp zall agairie fo chofen:a 
feruant, how doth he it ? but by telling of a maw 
whofebeloued lambe was vrigratefilly raken from 
hisbofome. | Thé Application moftdiuinely true, 
buttthedi(Courle itfelfefaneds: which made Dusid 
CT {peake of the fecorid arid inramentall caute) as 
ina ghaffefee his ownefitthinelle, asthat heauenly 

Plalme‘of mercie Well teftifiteli. By theledherefore - 
éxathpleés and realons; Fdilnke ir niay be manifeh> — 
thatthe Poo Withithacame hart of d efighe’, bets 
draw theinfind more effectrialty then arty other Ard 
| doth. And fo ‘conclufien rot vnfitly enfue, thatas 
vertucisthemoft excelled refting placefor al'world: 
ty leainip tSinake hisend oF;-(0:Paetry Betig the 


in te _ The Défence of Pacfie: 

mof familiat toceach it, and mok Princely to moue, 
towards it'sinthe moft excellent warke, is themoft, 
exctilens wiorkeman.: : Bur Jam, centent nor onely. 
tq decipher: him hy his workes (although warkes, 
dm commendation and di(prajfe, muft euer hold a. 
_ Bigh-authoritic) bu more narrowly will examine 
his parts, fo thar (asin aman ) though alrogither 
may carries prefence fullof maieftic.and bewtic,, 
pacha int fome one defectuous peece wemay, 


¢ blemifh:; Now in ‘his parts, kindes, or fpe-_ - 


cjes,,asyou lift to'tearme them, it isto be noted, 


thar fomoRecfeshanecaupledrogithertwoorthree - 


kiddes; .as the Tragitall. and. Comicall, whereupon, 


mingled: profe.and verle, as Sanazara and Boctints, — 


fome-haue mingled oraters Hervicalland Pastorall, 
bus charcommerhall,zoone.in this queftion, for. 
if feuered they bx goor, the conimctioncamoat 


be hurefull: therefore perchance forgetingfome, . 


and leauing fome as needlefle to be remembred. It 
hall not bee amifle, in.a word to cite the {peciall 
Ikindes , rofegsmhas faves may be found in theright 
vie.of chem.- Igit shenthe PaRorall Poemewhich is 
mifliked:? (Fonpercitanee whereshe hedges is low- 


eft they will: fopnelt leape ouer) isthe poore pipe ee 


difdained, which fomrines out.of M¢libexs mouth, 
cary fhewethe-milerieofpeople,wader hard Lords 
shdrauching fouldicrs} Andagainby 7 iterus ,whe 
bleffednelfe is derjued,tothem that lic lowelt, from. 
thegoodnafle ofthenathat fit highelt ? Sometimes 
vader she prastie sales of, Wooluepand {heepe,can 


catlyleshe whale cpnfidestionsot yuzong. doing | 
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_and-patience; fometimes fhew thatcontentions for 
trifles,can get but a trifling victory, wher perchance 
‘aman may fee, that euren Alexander & Darius when 
they ftraae who. fhould be:Cockeof this worldes 
dunghill, che benefit they got, was,that the afterlis 
ers may fay,Hac msemini CS vidiu frustra contendes. 
ve Thirfim. Ex illo Coridon, Coridon est tempore nobis. - 


= Or is it thelamenting: Elegiack ,. which in-a-kinde. 


heart would mooue rather pittie thenblame} who: 
bewaileth with the ‘great. Bhilofopher Heraclitwe; 
the weakeneffe.of mankinde and the wretched= 
-neffe of the world: who furely isto sph peor 
“either for comipaisionate accompanyitig ink tin- 
-fes of. Jamenthtions:;)-ov forsi fete panning 
how weakebe. the pats  ofvifi niefle >: (Is it. 
the birerbut wholelome Zanbick, who mbbes the 
galled: gore dren | fiame:the: Trumpet of 
_ -villanie, with boide-and open crying out.againtt: 
naughtineffe Or. the Satsrick, who Onene udferwi> 
tidms:ridenti tangit amice',,. whe {poningly,. neuer 
jeaueth,, til le make. man laugh at follies aid at: 
- length afhamed, to laugh at himielf; which he cans 
not. auoyde, without anoyding the follic? who 
whileCictm precordia ludit , giveth vstofedehow 
mariy headaches a pafsionate life bringerir vs: to? 
blow whenall is done, 5AVtnbris animus finosnon: 
deficit aqguse. No perchance it is the Comicki whom. 
naughtte Play-makers and flage-keepers,fiaud iuft.. 
fy made odieus..'7'6 thearguments.of abufe;: will 
after anfwer;onely thus: much nowis tobe faid,that 
_ the Comedy is'an imitatié of theedmon errors of our 
life, which. he reprefentechinshe moftridiculous & 
a fcornfull 
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“7 ‘fopenfull fort that may be : foasirisimpolsible thar | 


any beholdercan be content to be fuch aone. Now 


asin Geometric, the obliquemuftbeknowneaswell 


astheright; andin Arithmetick, thooddeas well ds 


the euen; fointhe ations of our life,who feeshnot 


the filthinefle of euill; wantech agreatfoileto per- 
 ceiuethe bewtie of vertue.T hisdoththe Comedie 


bandlefy.in out priuate and domeficall-matters,:as. 


with hearing it; wee getas it: weeeaa experience 
what istobe looked for of aniggardly Demen , of a 
ctaftie Davas , of a flatteririg Gnato, ofa vain-gloris 
ous Fhrafo: and notonelytaknow what effects ase 


_ tobe expected, :but to know: wi be fuch, by thre - 
fignifying badge’ gitien chem:by!the Cowcdiaut, 
nbath any manso fa),that meniearne 


Anil [itlereafo 
| the enill byfdeing it foter our, fincéasd faid before, 
thereisno.man lining, buy bythe forcetruib hath ig 
fatage:,: no fooner feeth thefemen'piay their paits, 
baat vaiherh ther in Piérinam,dichouph perchance 
thofack of hisowne fanits lie fe behindehishacke, 
thache feech not him(lfeto dancethe fame meafure: 
wherto yet nothing cari more open hiscies , thentd 
fed his‘cowneaCtions dontemptibly fet forth. So char 
thedighe vie of Comedie, will Ithinke , by nobodie 
be blamed; and muctrieffe of the high and excellent 
Tragedie;sthat operieth the greateft woundes , arid 
fhedeth forth they dersthat:are couéred with T¢f 
fie ;that maketh Kings fearecobe'Tyrarits,and.T ys 
fanrs manifeftcheirryrannicall hamours, thatswith 
Rurring'the affeCtsof!Admiration and Comiferarion; 


reacherh the vncertaiticofthis world , andvppon . 
how weak folindations giikdencoofes are buifded: 


thar 


oe ! ; 
. . ; 6 
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that maketh vsknow, Qui /ceptra{auus duro imperio 
recit , Timet timentes , metus in authorem redit, But 
how much itcan moue, Plutarch yéeldethianotable 
teftimonie of the abhominable Tyrant U4 lexander 
Pheraus, from whole eyes aT ragedie well made and 
reprefented,drew abundance of teares, who with- 
Out all pittie had murthered infinte numbers, ‘and 
fome of hisownebloud: foas hethat- was notafha- 


med to make matters for Tragedies , yet could not . 


eefift the fweete violence Of a Tragedie. “And ifit 
wrought no further good :inhim; it was,tHat hein 
defpight of himfelf, withdrew'himfelfe from héar- 
ening to that Which might motlifie*his Haidenéd 
heart. But it is not the Tragedie they do miflike, 
for it were too abfurd to caft our fo excelfent'a 're- 
prefentation of whatfoeuer is moft woorthie to be 
fearned. Is it the: Lyricke that mofte difpleafeth } 
who with histuned Lyre and ‘welf accorded voice; 


wep 


gineth praife, the reward of vertue, to vertudus © 


ads ? who giueth moral preceptés and natural! 
Problemes, who fometime taifeth vp'his voycetd 
the height of the heavens; in {inging rhe lattdes 
of theimmortaff God? Certainly I -muftconfefle 
mine owne barbaroufneffe , Injeuer heard the ofd 
Song of Percy and Duglas, that I founde pot my 
heart mooued ‘more then with .a Trunipet ; and 
yet is it fing bur by fome blinde’Crowder., with 
no rougher voyce , then rude ftife ¢ whith being 
fo euill apparelled in the duft and Cobwebbes of 
that vnciuifl age, what wouldit worke, trimmed 
m the gorgious eloquence of Pindare? Th' Hanga- 
_ yie Thaue feene it the manner at all Feaftes = O- 

| F ther 
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ther fuch like meetings,to haue songs of their ance- 
ftors valure, whichthat right fouldierlike nation, 
think oneof the chiefeftkindlers.of braue courage. 
The incomperable. Lacedemonians , did not onelie 


carrie that kinde of Auficke ener ‘with themtothe 


field., but etren.at home, as fuch fongs were made, 
fo weretheyall contentto be fingers of them:when 
the luftie,men were to tell. what they did, the.old 
men what they had done, and.the yoong what they 
would doo. And. where aman may fay that Pin- 
dare many times praifeen highly Victories of {mall 
moment, tather matters of {port then vertue, as it 
may beanfwered;itwasthe faulyofthe Pact, and 
not of the: Pastries, fo indead the chiefe fault was, 
in the time and.cuftome of the-Greekes, who fet 


thofe tpyes at (ohighaprice, that Phillip of Ma- 


cedon reckoned a horfe-race. wonne, at Olympus ,2- 
mong ‘his three -fearefull felicities, ..: But as the 
vnoimitable Pindare often did’,. fo is that kind moft 
capable and moft fit, to:awake the thoughts from 
the fleepe.af idlenefle , to embrace honourable en- 
terprifes.. Their refts the Hergicalt , whofe erie 
name I thinke-fheuld daunt all backbiters. For by 
what conceit can atengue bee directed to fpeake 
euil of that which draweth with him no leflecham- 
pions then _Schilles, Cirus, 4 eneas, T urnus, Ti- 
deus, Rinaldo, who doeth notonely teache and 
mooue to atruth,:bur teacheth and mooueth to 


the moft high and excellent truth : who maketh . - 
magnanimitie and neftice, fhine through‘all miftie 


fearefulnefle and.foggie defires.. Who.if the fay- 
kh Ay PP yhs ee vin 
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ing of Plato and Tully bee trie , that Who cottld’ 
fee vertue’, woulde bee woonderfillfie rauifhed’ 
with the loue of her bewtie. This man ferceth’ 
her out to make her more louely in her holliday 
Aapparrell,to the eye of anie that will daine, ‘not to 
-difdaine vntillthey vnderftanid; ‘Bit if any thing 
be alreadie faid inthe defence of fweete Poctric, all 
‘ concarreth to the mainteining the Hereicall, which 
is not onelie a kinde, but the beft and moft ac- 
complithed kindes of Poetrie. For as the Image 
of each Aion Rirreth and inftrnGeththe minde, 
fo the loftie Image of fuch woorthies , mofte en- 
flameth the minde with defire to bee woorthie: 
and enformes with counfaile how to bee woor- 
thie, Onely let _4enéas bee worne in the Ta- 
blet‘of your memorie, how hee gouerneth him- 
felfe in the ruine of his Countrey, in the prefer- 
ting his olde Father, and carrying away his re- - 
ligious Ceremonies, in obeying Gods Commaun- 
ment ito leaue Dido, though not onelie all ‘paf- 
'-fionate kindnefle, but even the fumane confide- 
ration of vertuous gratefulneffe, would haue cra- 
ued other of him: how in ftormes, how infports, 
how in -warre , how in peace; how a fugitiue, 
how victorious , how belteged ; how befieging, 
how to ftraungers, how'to Alli¢s, how to ene- 
mies, howto hisowne. Laftly'}: how in his in- 
warde felfe, and howe in his outward gouern- 
ment, and I thinke in a minde''tnofte preiudiced 
with a preiudicating humour. ; :' Hee will bee 
founde in excellencie friritefill Yea as Horace 
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faith , M@ dius Chrifippo.cy Grantore : but truly Tima- 


gin it falleth out with thele Poet-whippers, as with — 


fome good women who often are ficke, but in faith 
they cannot tel where.Sothe name of Poctrie is odi- 
ousto.them,: butneither his caufenoreffeQs, nei- 
ther the {umme that containes him,nor the partiqu- 
larities de(cending from him,giueany faft handleto. 
their carping difpraife. Since then Poctrieis of al hu- 
mane learnings the moftancient,and of moft father- 
_ lyantiquitie, as from whence other learnings haue 
taken their beginnings ; Since itis fo vninerfall , that 
no learned nation doth defpife it, nor barbarous na- 
tion is without it; Since both Romane & Greeke gaue: 


fuch diuine names vnto it,the one of prophefying, 


the other of making ; and that indeed that name of 
making is fit for him, confidering, that where all o- 
ther Arts retainthemfelues withintheir fubieQ and 


receiueas it were their ce tp it. The Poet one-. 
ly,onely bringeth his own ftuffe,anddoth notlearn 


aConceit out of a matter, but maketh matter for-a 
-Conceit.Sinceneither his defcription,nor end,con- 
taining any euill,thething defcribed cannot be euil;, 
fince his effects be fo good astoteach goodnes, and 
delight the learners of it ; fincetherein (namely in 


morall doctrine the chiefeofall knowledges) hee 


doth not onely farre paflethe Hiiorian, but for in- 


ftruCting is well nigh comparable tothe Philofopher,. ) 


for mouing, leaueth hinrbehind him.Sincethe ho- 
ty (criprure (whereinthere is no vncleanneffe) hath 
‘whole parts in it Poeticall,and that enen our Sauior 


__-Chrift vouchfafed to vfethe flowers of it: ‘fince alf - 


his kindes arenot onely in theix vnited formes, but 
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in their feuered diffeCtions fully commendable, I 


thinke, (and thinke I thinke rightly ) the Lawrell 


Crowne appointed for tryumphant Capraines,doth — 


- worthily of all other learnings, honour the Poets tri- 


umph. But bicaufe we haue eares as wellastoongs, 
and thar thelighteft reafons that may be , will feeme 
to waigh greatly, if nothing be putin the counter- 
ballance, let vs heare,and as wellas we can, ponder 
what obiections be made againft this Art, which 
may be woorthie either of yeelding, or anfwering. 
Firft truly I note,not onelyun thefe#, Poet-ha- 
ters , but inall chat kind of people who feek a praife, 


by difpraifing others , that they isd ig - 


a great many wandring words in quips and {coftes, 
carping and taunting ateach thing, which by ftur- 
ring the fpleene, may ftaiethe brain from athrough 
beholding the worthinefleof thefubie@. Thofe 
kind of obieCtions,as they are full of averie idle.ca- 


fineffe, fince thereis nothing of fo facred a maieftie,. 
but that an itching toong may rub it felfevpon it, fo 


deferuethey no other an{wer, but in fteed of langh- 
ing at theieaft , tolaughat the ieafter. Weknow a 


playing wit can praife thedifcretion ofan Affe, the — 


comfortablenes of being in debt,and theiolly com- 
modities of being ficke of the plague.So of thecon- 
trary fide, if wewillturne Onids verfe, Vt lateat vir- 


| —— imitate mali,that good lye hid, in nearnefle 


ofthe euill. 4grippawill be as mery in fhewing the 
vanitie of Science , as Era/mus was in the commene 
ding of folly : netther fhal any man or matter, efcape 
fometouch of thefefmiting Raylers. But for Era/- 
woes and Agrippa,they hadan other f + apa 
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ss The Defence of Poefie. . 
the fuperficiall part would promife, Marry thele o- 
ther pleafaunt tault-finders, who will correét the 
Verbe, beforethey vnderftand the Nowne, and con- 
fute others knowledge,before they confirme their 
owne, I would haue them onely remember , that 
fcoffing commeth not of wifedome ; fo as thebeft 
title intrueEnglifhthey get withtheir meriments, 
is tobe-called good fooles: for fohaue our graue 
forefathers euer tearmed that humorous kinde of 
— iefters.But that which giueth greateft cope totheir 
fcorning humor, is ryming and verfing. It isalrea- 
diefaid (and as Ithinke truly faid) it isnot ryming- 
and verfing thar maketh Poefie: Onemaybe a Poet 
without verfing,and a verfefier without Poetrie.But 
yet prefuppofe it were infeperable, as indeed it fee~ 
meth Scalliger iudgeth truly, it were aninfeperable 
commendation. For if Oratio, next to Ratio, Speech 
next to Reafon , bethe greateft gift beftowed vpon 
Mortalitie, that cannot bee praifelefle, which doth 
moft polifh that blefsing of fpeech ; which confide. 
reth each word not onely as a man may fay by his 
forcible qualitie, but by his beft meafured quantity: 
carrying euen inthemfelues a Harmonie, without . 
perchance number, meafure, order, proportion, be 
inourtimegrowne odious. Bur lateafidethe iuft 
praifeit hath, by being the onely fitfpeech for 2¢a- 
ficke, (Muficke Uay the moft diuine ftriker of the fen- 
fes) Thus much is vndoubtedly true , that if rea- 
ding be foolifh without remembring,Memorie be- 
ing theonelytreafure of knowledge , thofe words 
which are fitteft for memory, are likewife moft con- 
tiemient for knowledge, Now that Verfe wre 
| ¢ 
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deth Profe, inthe knitting vp of thememorie, the 

reafonis manifeft, the words(befides their delight, — 
which hatha great affinitieto memorie) being fo fer 
‘as onecannot be loft , burthe wholewoorke failes: 
which accufing it felfe, calleth the remembrance 
back to it felfe, andfomoft ftrongly confirmeth it, 
Befides one word., foas it were begetting an other, 
as beit inrime or meafured verfe,by the formerama’ 
fhall haueaneare geffeto the follower. Laftly euen 
they that hauetaughtthe Art of memory, haue fhe- 
wed nothing fo apt for it,as a certain roome diuided 


_ into many places,well & throughly knowne: Now 


that hath the verfe in effect perfeCtly, euerie word’ 


hauing his natural feat, which feat muft needs make 


the word remembred. But what needes moreina. 
thing foknownetoall men.Who is it that.euer was: 
{choller, that dothnot.carry away fom verfes of Vir- 
gil, Horace, or Cato, which in his youth hee learned, 
and euéto his old age ferue him for hourely leffons; 


as Pexcantatoremfucito namgarrulusidemest,Dumtibi— 


quifaq; placet credula turba fumas Butthe fitnes ithath 
for memorie,. is notably. prooued by all deliuerieof 
Arts. wherein for the moft part, from Grammer, to 
Logick, Mathematickes, Phifick, andthe reft,the Rules 
chiefly neceflaieto be borne away, are compiled in 
weffes, Sothat verfe being in it felfefweet and order- 
ly,aid being belt formemorie,the onely. handle of 


_ knowledge; iemuft be in ieft chat any man can fpeak 


againft it. Nowthen goewetothe moft important 
imputatioss laid tothe poore Poets , for ought Ican 
yet learne, they are thefe. . Firft, that there beeing 
manic other. more. frutefull knowledges , a man 
oe? : might: 
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might better fpend histimein them, then in this: 
Secondly, that it is the mother of lyes. Thirdly, that 
it isthe nurfe ofabufe, infecting vs with many pefti- 
fentdefires, with a Sirens fweetnefle, drawing the 
minde tothe Serpents taile of finfull fanfies ; and 
herein efpecially Comedies giue the largeft field to 
care,as Chawcer faith how both in other nations and 
inours, before Poets did foftenvs , we were full of 
courage giué to martial exercifes,the pillers of man- 
likefibertie,and not lulled a fleepe in fhadieidlenes, 
with Poets paftimes. And laftly and chiefly they cry 
out with open mouth as if they had ouerfhot Rabin- 
hood,that Plato banifhed them out of his Common= 
wealth. Truly this is much, ifthere bemuch truth 
in it. Firft tothe firlt,T hat a man might better fptnd 
histime , isareafon indeed: but itdoth asthey fay, 
but petere principium. For ifitbe, as I affirme, that 
- nolearning is fo good, asthat which teacheth and 
moueth to vertue,and that none can both teach and 
mouethereto fomuchas Poefe, then isthe conclu- 
fion manifeft ; that incke and paper cannot be to a 
more profitable purpofeimployed. And certainly 


thoughaman fhould = their firft affumption, 
inks) very vnwillingly, that 


it fhould follow (meet 
good is not 200d, becaufe betrer is better. But J till 
and vtterly deny, that there is fprung outof earth 4 
more fruitfull knowledge. Tothefecond therfore, 


‘that they fhould bethe principalllyers, Tanfwere 


Paradoxtcally,but ttuly, I think truly : that ofall wri- 
ters vnderthe Sunne, the Poet isthe leaftlyer : and 
though he wold,as a Poet can {carcely bealyer. The 
tity onomer With his coufin the Geometrician , can 
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hardly efcape, when they take vponthem to.mea- 
furethe height ofthe ftarres. How aften thinke you 
dothe Phifitianslic:, whentheyauctre things good 
_ for fickneffes, which afterwards ferid Charona great 
number of foulés drownd ina potion, beforethey. 
—cometohis Ferrie? And no lefleofthe reft , which 
take “pon them roafheme.Now forthe Poet ;heno- 
thing affirmeth, andrhetefotaneueriieth':foras | 
take it , to li¢,istoaffrme thatto bee tne, which. is 
_ falfe. Soasthe other: Artistes, and efpecialty the Ai- 
frorian, affirming maniethings, can inthe clowdie . 
knowledge of:mankinde, hardly efcape froth mani¢ 
lies. Butthe Poet as Haid before,newer'affirmeth,the 
Poet neuer maketh any Circlesabout your iinagina- 
tiG,to coniure youto beleeue fortrue, what he wri- 
teth:heciterh not authorities oftother hiftories but 
eué for his entrie,calleththe fweete.Ma/festainpire 
ynto hima good intention.Introth not laboring :to 
tel yoiuwhatis,or isnot, but what fhould,or fhould 
~ notbe. Andthereforethough herecountthingsnor . 

true, yet because heretleth them:noe fortris e, he lie 
eth not :withoucwe will {ey thas Narbasited in his — 
fpeoch beford alleag edito! Duaid, whichasa wicked 
man durkticarcefay,fo think faonelo fimple, wold - 
fay ;that £/ope lied; in thécalesof his beafts:for who 
thinketh chat“ £/opewrore i: forractually true, were 
wel worthidtohaue hishameCronicledambngbhe — 
cma eo i thiere that com- 
ming toa play,and ceingT! oT bebes veritven in great let- 
| oe fa eld doore:, doth beleoue that iris THe 
bes? Ifthen aman car derigero thechildesage;-to 
khow thar thePorrgenonsaid duvings3 sare bur 
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—- ptCtures shat fhould be, and not ftories what haue 
bin, they willnieuer giuethelieto things not Affir- 
matinecly, burAlleporically and figuratiuely writ? 
ten; and theréfore as in hiftorielooking for with) 
_ they may go.away full fraught with falthood : So 
in. Peete, looking buitfor fiction , they thall vfethe 
narration hise!as an-imagirvatiue. groundplay. of.a 
proficahld inuentions But hereto is replied, tharthe 
Poets gure-names to meithey. write of;! which ar- 
gueth a conceit ‘of.an aCtuall truth, and fonot be- 
ing true 5 prooueth a falfhood . And dooth the 
Lawier lye, then-whenvnder thenames of John of 
the Ste; andilehwof the Nokes ; hee. putteth his 
. Cafe? Bur that is: eaftly anfwered , their naming 
of men.,.is but to make their picture the moreliue- 
ly , and riot to build ante Hiftorie. Painting men, 
they cannot leanne: men tatheleffe : wee-fee , wee 


. canner plaice at. Cheftes ¢: but thatiwee muft gine | 


names to our Cheflémen ; and: yer mee thinkes he 
_ werea verie partial! Champion of truth,that would 
fay wee lyed, for:giuing:a peece of wood the re- 
derende ticle: of.adithop! ih he Reet nameth Cys 
yas and; Ateedas no othedwaveear, then'to fhewe 


what men:of heir famies:!:forurhes;::and eRaves; 


fhould dodssTheirthind is 5 how mucheit-abit- 
feth mens wits traimag: scoowwvantan: finfilnefle, 
and duftfuiliieiie.« -Rocandeed shariotha price ipatt 
ifnot orlelyablife;. Ecatphedseabteatigddw Tcheyfag 
the Comedes rather teachtrhen repreheid amorous 
céceits:'Thiey faythe dirt isterdediwich palsyonat 
Sonets; thé Elegisck weeps the wane of hienlift dle, 
and that cuenitoth oHercicasqepidhathlambrioufly 
fog me 


climed. 
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elined Alas Loue, I wouldthoucouldefhas wetde- 
fendthy felfe, asthou.cantt aftend others: I would 
thofeon whom thou doeft attend , could either put 
_ theeaway,. or yeeidi good reafon why they keepe 
thee. But grant loue of bewtieto bea beaftly fault, 
although it be veriehard, {ince onely manand no 
beaft hath that gift ro difcerne. bewtie, graunt that 
louely name of louetodeferue all hatefull repro- 
ches, alchough euen fomeof my maifters the Phile- 
Sophers {pent a good dealeof their Lampoyle in fet - 
ting foorththe excellencieof it, graunt I fay, what 
they will haue graunted, that not onelie loue, but 
iuft, but vanitie, but if they lift {currilitie, poffeffe 
manie leaues of the Poets bookes , yet thinke I, 
when this is graunted, they will finde their fen- 
tence may with good manners put the laft words 
foremolt; and not fay, that Poetrie abufeth mans 
wit, but that mans wit abufeth Poetrie. For I wilt 
—notdenie, but that. mans wit may make Poefie, 
which fhould be es which fome learned haue 
defined figuring foorth good things to be eemsuis 
which doth comrariwifeinfe€tthe fancie with vn- 
weorthie obiects , as the Painter fhould giue to 
the eye either fome excellent perfpectiue, or fome 
fine Pidture fie for building or fortification , or 
containing in it fome notable example, as .4bra- 
ham facrificing his fonne J/aack, Iadith killing Ho- 
lofernes , Dania Aghting with Golias may feaue thofe, 
and pteafe'aa ill pleafed eye with wanton fhewes. 
of be:ter hiddé matters. But what, fhal the abufe ofa 
thing maketheright vie odious? Nay truly though 
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Lyeeld,chat Poefie may not onely be abufed, butthat 
being abuled. by the reafon.of his {weete charming 
force, it cando more hurtthen anié other armie of 
words: yet (hall it be fo farre from concluding, that 
the abufe {hould giue reproach to theabuted ,. ‘that 
eGtrariwife,it isa good reafon, that what(oener be- 
ing abufed ,doth moft harme,being rightly vfed (and 
vpontheright vie, ech thing receies his title)doth 
moft good. Do wenotfeeskillof Phificke the beft 
— to our often affaulted bodies, being abufed, 
teach poyfon the moft violent deftroyer ? Doth not 
knowledge of Law, whofe endis, toeuen & right 
all things, being abufed,srow the crooked fofterer 
of horrible iniurtes? Doth not(to gotothe higheft) 
Gods word abufed, breede herefie , and his namea- 
bufed,becomeblafphemie? Truly a Needle cannot 
do much hurt,and as truly (with leaue of Ladies be 
it (poken) itcannotdomuch good. Withafwoord 
thou maiftkill chy Father, and with afwoord thou 
-maift defendethy Prince and Countrey:fothat,as in 
their calling Poets,fathers of lies,they faid nothing , 
fo inthis their argument of abufe, they prooue the 
commendation. They alledge herewith, that before 
Poets begantobein price, our‘Nation had fet their 
hearts delight vppon action , and not imagination, 


rather doing things worthieto be written, thé wri- | ~ 


ting things fictobe done. Whar that beforetime 
was, I think {carcely Spinx cantell: fince no meme- 
rie is foancient, that hath notthe ptecedens of Poes 
trie. And certain it is,that in our plaineft homelines, 


yet neuer was the _4/bion Nation without Poetrie. - 


Marry this Argument , though it beleuiled againft 
; A | #p othr ies 
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Poctrie, yet isit indeed achain-(hor againft all lear- 
ning or bookifhnes,as they commonly terme it. Of 
fuch mind were certaineGothes, of whom it is writ- 
ten,that hauing inthe {peile of a famotis Cittie, . ta- 
ken a faire Librarie, one hangman belike fitto exe- 
cute the frutes of their wits, who had murthered a 
reat number of bodies , woulde haue fet fire init. 
No faid an other verie grauely,take heed what you 
do, for while they are bufieaboutthofe toyes, wee 
. fhall with more leifure conquere their Countries, 
This indeed is the ordinariedo@trine of ignorance, 
and many words fometimes I haue heard fpent in 
it:but bicaufe this reafon ts generally againft al lear- 
ning ,as wel as Poetrie,or. ee all learning but Poe- 
trie,becaufe it were too largeadigrefsionto handle 
it, or at leafttoo fuperfluous,fince it is manifeft that 
all gouernment of aCtion istobe gotten by know- 
ledge, and knowledge beft, by gathering manie’ 
knowledges, which is reading; I onely with. Horace, 
to him that is of that opinion, /ubio flultumeffe liben- 
"ber: foras for Poetric it felfe, it isthe freeft from this 
obiection, for Poetrieisthe Companion of Camps. — 
I dare vndertake, Orlando Furiofo,or honeft king .4r- 
thure , will neuer difpleafe a fouldier : but thé quid- 
ditie of Ens & Prima materia,will hardty agree with 
a Corcelet. And thereforeas I faid inthe beginning, 
enen Turkesand Tartars, aredelighted with Pacts. 
Homer aCreeke, flourifhed before Greece flourifhed : _ 
-and iftoa flight conieCture , ‘aconieCture may bee 
appofed, truly icmay feem,that as by him their fear- _ 
ned mé tooke almoft their firft light ofknowledge, 
fo their aftiue men, receiued their firft motions of 
aus te G3 courage. 
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courage. Onely A lexandersexamplemay ferne;, 
who by Plutarche isaccounted of fuch vertue, that 


fortune was not his guide, but his footeftoole, 
whofe Acts {peake for him, though Platarche did 


not: indeede the Phenix of warlike Princes. This _ 


Alexander, left his Schoolemaifter liuing 47i- 


Stotle behinde him, but tooke dead Homer with | 


him. Hee put the Philofopher Call:ithenes todeath, 
for his feeming Philofophicall , indeed mutinous 
ftubbornnefle, but the chiefe thing hee was cuer 
heard to with for, was, that Homer ad bene aliue. 
Hee well founde. hee receiued more brauerie of 
minde by the paterne of _4chilles, then by hearing 


the definition of fortitude. And therefore if Ca-. . 


to mifliked Fulwive for carrying £anins with him 
to the field, It may beanfwered, that if Cato mifli- 
kedit, the Noble Faluis liked it, or elfe he had 


notdoneit; for it was not the excellent Cato Vti-. 


cences, whofe authoririe I would much more haue 


‘reuerenced : But it was the former, intrutha bit- - 


ter punifher of faultes , butelfea man that had ne- 
ver facrificed to the Graces. Hee mifliked and cri- 
ed out againft all Greeke learning , and yet being 
foure {core yeares olde beganne to learne it, be- 
like fearing that P/ato vnderftood not Latine.. In- 


deed the Romane lawes allowed no perfon to bee © 


carried to the warres, but hee thar was in the fouls 
 diers Role. And therefore though Catomifliked 


hisivamuftred perfon, he mifliked not his worke. . 


And if hee had, Scipio Nafica Gudged by common 
coufent thebeft Romane; toued him: boththe other 
Scipio brothers, who had by theic vertues no leffe 
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. farnamiesthen of 4/izand UA ffricke,foloued him, . 
that they caufed his bodie to be buried in their Se- 
pulture, Soas Catoes authoritie beeing but againft 
his perfon , and that anfwered with fo farre grea- 
ter then himfelfe, is herein of no validitie. But 
~ now indeede my burthen is great, that Plato his 
name islaide vppon mee, whom I muftconfeffe 
of all Philofophers, 1 haue euer efteemed moft wor- 
thie ofreuerence; and with good reafon, fince of 
all Philofaphers hee ts the moft Poetical : yet if hee 
will defile the fountaine out of which his flowing 
ftreames haue proceeded, let vs boldly examine 
with what reafons hee did it. -Firft-truly a man 
_ might malicioufly obiect , that Plato being a Philo-~ 
fopber, was anaturall enemy of Poets. For.indeede 
after the Philofophers had picked out of the fweete 
mifteries of Poetrie, the right difcerning true points 
ofknowledge: they foorthwith putting it in me- _ 
thode, and making a Schoole Art of that which the 
“Poets did onely teach by adiuine delightfulnes, be- 
ginning tofpurne at their guides, like vngratefulk 
Prentices, were notcontentto fet vp fhop forthem- 
felues , but fought by all meanes to difcredit their 
thaifters, which by the forceof delight being bar- 
redthem, theleffethey could ouerthrow them,the 
morethey hated them. For indeed they found for 
Homer,{enenCities ftrane who fhould have him for 
their Citizen, where many Cities banithdd;Philofo- 
phers, as not fit miembetstolineamongthem. For 
onely repeating certaine- of Euripides verfes, ma- 
ny «4 theniens. had their liues faued of the Sira- 
shfans, wvhere the L1tbemiéws thenifelues thoughe 
ok many, 
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many Philofophers vnworthie to line. Certaine Pe- 
ets,as Simsnides, and Pindarus had {o preuailed with 
Hierothe firft, that of a Tyrant they made himaiuft 
King : where Plato cpuld do fo little with Déonifius; 
that he himfelfe of a Philofopher , was.madea flaue. 
But who fhould do thus, I confefle fhould requite 
~ the obiections made againft Poets , with like cauil- 
lations againft Philofophers : as likewife one fhould 
do , that {hould bid one read Phedrus or Simpofium 
in Plato, or thedifcourfe of louein Platarch,and fee 
whether any Poet do authorife abhominable filthi- 
nefleasthey doo. Againe, aman might aske,out of 


what Common-wealth P/ate doth banifhthem, in» 
footh, thence where he himfelfe alloweth commnu- | 


nitieof women. Soas belike this banifhment grew 
not-for effeminate wantonneffe, fince little thould 
Poetical Sonnets be hurtful,whena man might haue 
what woman he lifted. But I honor Philcfophivatt 
inftructions, and bleffe the wits which bred them: 


foasthey be not abufed, which is likewife ftretched. 
to Poetrie. S. Panl himlelfefetsa watch-word vppon — 


Philofophie , indeed vppon the abufe. Sodoth Plate 
vppon the abufe,not-vpon Poetrie, Plato found fault 
thatthe Poettes ofhistime, filled the worlde with 


wing opinions of the Gods, making lighttalenof —- 


that vn{potted effence ; and therfore wold not haue 
the youth depraued with fuch opinions: heerein 


may much befaid ; ferthis fuffice. The Poetsdidndr 
induce fuch opinions , but did imitate thofe opini- | 


ons alreadie induced. For all the Greeke Rtories-can 
wellteftifie,chat the veriereligio of that time,ftood 
vponmany,and many fafhioned Gods:Not tanght 


fo 


fo by Poets, but followed according totheir nature 
of imitation. Who lift mayread in Plutarch, the dif- 
courlés of Ffsand Ofiris , of che caufe why Oracles 
ceafed ofthe ditiine prouidence;& fee whether the 
Thedlogy of that nation,ftood not vpon fuchdreams, 
which the Poets indeede fiperftitioufly obferued, 


 Anderuly fincethey had not thelight of Chrift,did 


. much better init;then the P/#lofopber!,who dhaking 
off fuperftition, brought in thes/me. Plato therfore, 
whole authoritie, [had much rather iuiftly cdfture, 
then vniuftly refift: ment not in generall of Poets, in 
thofe words of which Julius Scaliger faith; Qua au- 
shoritatebarbariquidam ata; bifpidi abati-velint ad poe- 
tas ¢rep. Exigendos But only ment to drive out thofe 
wrong opinions of the Deitie: wherof now: with- 
out further law, Christianitie hathtaken away allthe 
hurtful beliefe,perchanceas he thought nourithed 
by then efteemed Poets. And amanineed go no fur- 
ther thento Plato himfelfe'to knowe his meaning: 
whoin his Dialogue called Jon | giueth high , and 
tightly, divine commendation vnto Poetrie, So as 
Plasa banifhing theabufe, not the thing, not bani- 
fhing ic, biit giuihg due Honoltr to it, thall be our 
Patron; and not ‘our adtierfarie: ‘For indeed , Thad 
much rather, fincetruly T may doit; thew their mi- 
faking of Plato, vnder whofe Lyons skinne, they 
would makean Aflike braying againft Peefe, then 


af 
Sol cael tate 


goaboitt to oueritirow his authoritie; whomethe _ 


wilet atiian is’ thé pore ibft-ciiffehe thal findé to 
have in admiration : efpécially fince ‘he attributeth 
vnto Poefe, more then my {elfedo ; namely; tobe a 
verie infpiring ofa casi farve' aboue' maris 


a 


' benebythebeft fort ofiudgements graunted them, 


mee, ‘The Defence of Poefie. 


os ’ 
hs 


wit,as in the forenamed Dialogue is apparant. Of 
the other fide, who would thew the honours haue 


a whole fea of examples ,wouldg prefent them- 
felues; « Alexanders , Cafars, Scipioes, all fauourers 
of Poets: Latins, called the Romane Socrates him- 
felfe a Poet; fo as part of Heautontimoroumenon-in 


Terence , was {uppofed to.bee made-by:him. And* . 


cuen the, Grecke Socrates, ;whome U4 ppollo.con- 
firmed to bee the onely wife mans is {aid to haue 
{pent part of his olde time in putting E/opes Fa- 


-bles into verfes. And therefore full euill fhould 


it become his {choller Plato, to put fuch words in, 


his maifters mouth againft Poets. But whatneeds 
More ? Ariftetle writes the Arte of Poefe, and 


why, if ic fhould not bee written? Plutarche tea- 
cheth the vfe to bee gathered of them, and how, 


_iftthey fhould not bee reade ? .. And who.reades 


Plutarches either Hiftorie or Phdofaphie, thall finde 
hee trimmeth both their garments, with gardesof 
Poefie. But I lift not to detend Poefe with the helpe 


of his vnderling Historiographie. Let it fuffice to 


haue thewed, it is a fit foyle for praife,to.dyvell vps 
pon; and what.difpraife, may fet vppon it ,, is eis 


ther eafily ouercome,or transformed into ipft comp- 


mendation. So that fince the -excellencigs. of ity 
may bee fo eafily and fo iuftly confirmed, andthe 


_ lowecreeping obieCtions fo foone:roddendowney 


it not-beejng .an-Art of lyes, but of truedogirine: 


not.of effgeminateneffe, but of notable ftipring of — 


courage; not ofabufing mans wit,burof ftrengrhe; 


ning mariswitsnot banifhed, byt honored by Plate, 
cae ef | ‘. Let: 


‘s, _— 


Letvs rather plant more Lawrels for to ingattand 
the Poets heads: (which honor of being Lawreate, 
as befides them onelyeriumphant Captaines were, 
is‘a fufficient.authioritie to fhewe the price they 
ought to bee held in) then fuffer the ill fauoured 
_ breath of fuch wrong fpéeakers once to blow vp- 
ponthe cleare fpeings of Poefe.  But-fince Ihaue 

- runne fo‘long a Carrier inthis matter, methinkes 
beford I giue my penne a fill Roppe, it fhall be 
but a litle more loft tithe, to enquire why England 
the Morher of excellent mindes fhould be growne 


es 
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fo:hard:a Repmother to Poets, who certainely in? 


wit ought to paffe all others , fincé dll onely pro- 
ceedes from theit wit ; beeing ‘indeed makers of 


~— themfelues, nor takers of others. How can I but 


exclaime,  <Atufa mihi cinfas memoria quo mumine 
bafo,:Sweete:Poefie that hath aunciently had Kings, 
Emperours , Settarours, great Capraines , fuch as 


befides a thoufandes others, Dasid, Adrian, So- 


phocles , Germanicus, not onelie to fauetir: Pects, but 
to bee Poets and of our nearer times, can prefent 
for her Patrons ; a Robert King of Scicill, the great 
King Fraunces of Frannce, King lames of Scotland; 
fiich Cardinalls as‘ Bembus, arid Bibiena ; fuche fa- 
mous Preachers and Teachers ; as Beza and ce- 
lanchthon ; {o learned Philofophérs , ‘as Fracasto- 
vine, and Scaliger ;' fo great’ Oratots, as Pontanus, 
and cAfuretus; fo peatcing wits’, as George Bucha- 
nan; fo graue Counfailours, as befides manic, 
but before all , that Ho/pitall of ‘Fraunce; ther 
whome I thinke that Realme neuer brought forth 
- es ae ae i Dy Gee Baca eee amore 
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amore accomplithed iudgement,morefiemly buil- _ 


ded vpé verwe:! he avith numbers of others, 
not onely toread others Peefes, but to poctife for o- 


thers reading ; that Poe/echys embraced in all other 


places, fhould onely findein ougtime «hard wel- 
come inEngland.I thinke the vericearth famentsit, 
and.therefore deckes ourfoyle with fewer Lawrels 


then it was accuftomed.For heretofore, Poetshauce - 


in England alfo flourifhed : and whichis tobe no- 
ted,euen inthofetimes when the Trumpet of Afars 
did fonnd lowdeft. And now that an ouer faint qui- 
etneffe fhould feeme to ftrowethehoufe for Parts. 
They arealmoftin as good reputation,as the Monn. 


' sebanckes at V enice. Truly euen that,as of the one fide 
_ itgiueth great praifeto Poefe, whichlikeYemue(but 
_ to better purpofe) had rather be troubled in thenet 


with Atays,then enioythe homely quiet of /ulcas. 
So ferueth it for a peece of aseaf6,why they are leffe 
ygratefyll to idle England, which now can fearceen- 
dure the paine of a eae ne this neceffarily fol- 
loweth,that bafe men with feruill wits vndertake it, 


- whothinkeit inough ifthey canbe rewarded of the 


Printer:and foas Epaminandas is faid withthe honot 
of his vertueto hauemiade an Office, by His exerci- 


| — which: before was contemtible, ro become 


highly refpeted: fothefemenno more but fertin 
their names.to it, bytheir own difgracefulneffe, dif- 


-_gracethe moft gracefull Peeste.For:now.as if allthe 


Mufes were got with childe, to bring forth baftard 
Poets : without any commifsion,they do pafleouer 


the Bankes of Helicon, till they make the Readers . 


ore wearie then Poft-horfes : white in the meane 
7 time, 


The Defence of Pocie. © °° re 
time, they Queis gsi pracordia Titan, 
are better content to fuppreflethe out-flowings of 
their wit,then by publifhing them,to beaceourited 
. Knights ofthe fameorder. But Ichatbefore ever I 
duritafpire vntothedignitie, am admitted into'the 
companie of the Paper-blurrers-do’ firide the verié 
true caufe of our wanting eftimation,is want of de- 
fert, taking vppon vs tobe Poets,indefpire of Pallas. 
Now wherein wewantdefért, werea thankwoor- 
thie labour toexprefle. Burif Iknew I fhould haue 
‘mended my felfe, but as I neuer defired the title, fo 
haue see abe themeanes to‘comeby it { onely . 
-ouer-maftered by fome thoughts,I yeelded aninc- _ 
-. kie tribute vnto them. Martie they thar delight in 
. Posfeitfelfe, fhould feektoknow-what they do, ard 
how-they do: and efpeciallylooke themfeluesinan 
vnflatrering glaffe of reafon , ifthey be encfinable 
vito it.. For Poefemuft nor bedrawne by the eares, 
 itmuftbe gentlyled , or rather it muft lead which 
was partly the caufe that madethe auncient learned 
affirme, it was a diuine gift & no humane skil;fince 
all other knowledges lie readie for ante that: hatte 
firengthofwit:A Port no induftriecan makesif his 
ownie Genius be not carried intd it: And therefore is 


- - anold Prouerbe , Orator fit, Petanafcitir. Yet con- 


 confefle Iatwaies, that as the fertileft ground muft 
be manured, fomuftthehigheft flying wit hate a 
Dedalusto guide him. That Dedalwsthey faybothin: - 
this and in other, hath three wringsto beare it felf¢ 
vpinto the aire of due commendation « thatis Ait, 
Imitation, and Exercife. ‘But thefe neither Artifici- 
aif Rules, aor inticathis paternes, we hich comber 
2] i H 3 our 
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- ourfelues withall. Exercife indeed we do, bur that 
| wetietore-bagkwardly ; for where we fhould exer- 
_ kilero know awe exercife as hauing knowne :: and 
{ois ous braine, delivered of much matter, which 
. neuer was begetten by knowledge. For there be- 
ing two pemeipall parts, Matter to be expreffed- by 
words, and words to expreffe the matrer.: In nei- 
ther, wee vie. Art. or imitation rightly. .Qur mat- 
rer is, Qaodlibet,.indeed though wrongly .perfor- 
Ming , Ouds Verle. Quicqn pt ig. »Ver~ 
sus erit- never mar fhalling it into anieaffured ranck, 
, thaalmoftthe Readers cannot celt- where ta finde 
themfehies. . Chaweer wtoubtedly did excellent- 


Ly in-his Trotles-atd Crefeid:; of whome tritie: E 


heein ee miftic.time gould fee eee, — 
wee inshiscleart age, goe fo ftumblingly: alter 
_him,. 5 ‘yer had hee eteat: wants, fit t0 be. forgi- 


ucniin fo-reuerent an Antiquitie. I accoimnt the. 


Mirrour of Magiftrares, meetly furnithed of bew- 
_ tiful partes. _ And in the Earle of Surrees Lirickes; 
manif hinges tafting of a Noble birth: and-wor- 
thie of a-Nohie minde.; - The Sheephieards Kal- 
lender, hatlt. much Poetrie in his Egloges, indeed 


. wWwoerthie the reading, if Le not deceined. That: 


fame framing of this Rtyte.to an olde rufticke fan- 


guace, I.darendr.allow : fince nether Fheorites: 
in: Greeke:, Kirgill in. Latine , nor. Sazazara in Ita-. 


lian, did affe@ it.. Befides thefe, I doo not re-. 
member.to haue feene-but fewe. (vo fpeake bold« 


ly) printed, chat haue poetical. fianewes .inthem. © 


Fer proofe wwhercoly icabur mofte of the Verles 


be - 
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a The Defence of Pode: - Woman 
bee put in profe, and thenaske the meaning, ahd 

it will bee founde, that one Verfe' did bur'beger 
an other, without ordering at'the firft, what fhould 
beeat thelaft; which bécomes aconfuled mafle of 
words, with atingling found of ryme ; barely: ac- 
‘companied with reafons. Our Tragidiesand Com- 
medies, not without caufe cryed out againft ; ob- 
feriiing rules neither of honeft. chuiliti¢ , ror: skil- 
full Poctrie. Excepting Gorboducke, Cajelne fey of 
thole that I have feen) which norwithitanding asit 

is full of ftately fpeeches,and wel founding phrafes, 
clyming to the height‘of Seneca his Ryle, and as 
full of notable morallitie, which:itdoorh mof de- 
lightfully teach’, and fo‘obrainethe xeric ende of 
Poefe.. Yetirttuth; i is.veriedefeQionsin- the — 
circumftaunces, which greeues mee ; becaufe ir 
might.nor remaine as an exat moddellof aff Tra= 

. gidies.. For it is faulsie both in place-and time, 
the twe- neceffarie: Companions of ail corporalf 
actions, - For wherethe Stage fhould: atway re- 
prefent but one place; and. the verermofte time 
prefuppofed in.ir,. fhould bee both by: Aristorles: 
precept, andocammon reafon; but. one day; ‘there 

#8 both: manie dayes and places, inartificially:ima- 
gined. Bur iftirbee fon Garbaducke, howemuch: 
more: in alithethe refi, where-you thall haves 
fia of the. one fide; and frické of the other j:and: 
fo manie orhér vader Kingdomes , that the Play- 
er when he comesin:, nmvifteiter begiti withtelling. 
wheréheis , or eifethetalewilnot be conceitued:: 
New you thai hare three Ladies 'walke to paher 
ae pe Ge Wa tes flowers, 


ert me 
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flowers,andthenwemufthelecue the fapetqbea 


garden. By and by wehearenewesof thipwrack in 
thefame place, then we aretoo blame if weaccept 
it not for Rock, Viponthe back ofthat,comesouta 


hidioussonfter with fire and (moke, and then the. 
milerablebeliolders are bound totake it for a Caue:" 


while’in the meagnetimetwo Armies flie in, repre- 
fented with:foure {words & bucklers,and ché what 
hard hart wil not ceceiue it fora pitched field. Now 
of time,they:are much more liberall. For ordinarie 
itis,thatewo yoong Princes fall in loue, after many 
tratierfes fhe is got with childe, delinered ofa faire 


boy: heisioft; prowetha man, fallethin loue, and: 


_ isreddieto get an other childe, and_all this in two 
~ houres {pace: which howe abfurd it is in fence, e- 
‘uen fence, may imagine : and Arte hath taught, 
and alt duncient examples .iuftified , and at this 
day the ordinarie players in Jtalie will not erre in. 


Yet will fame. bring in: an: example of Exnuche in — 


Terence; chat conteineth matter oftwodayes, yer fax 
Short of tw-entie yeares. 1 puleat fs xandfo Was. Itto 
beplayed in two dayes, iandfo fitted tothe timeit 


fertdorh;:' And though: Plast: have! inane place — 


doneamiffejlet vsihicit: with him, & normiffe with 
him.Bucthey will fay,how then fhall weer foorth 
aftorie; which contains both many places, and ma‘ 
ny times? And. do they not know that a Tragidie is 
+ tiedx@ thre lavies of Poeffe and: not of Hiftorie: nor 
boundeto foltow the ftorie, but hauing libertie ei- 
thier 10 faine a quite new matter; or to frame the Hiz 


Rtorieto the: moft Tragicaitconueniencie. Againe, 
many things may betold which cannot be fhewed: 


| The Defence of Poefie, OO me 
— Ff they know the difference betwixt reporting and 
seprefenting.Asforexample,I may fpeakethough I 
am here,of Pers,and infpeech digretle from that,to 
the defeription of Calecas :Butin action, I cannotre- 
prefent.icwithout PacoletsHorfe. And fowasthe 
manner the Auncients tooke, by fome Nuntiue,to 


. gecountthings done in fermer time or other place. 


Laftly, if they will reprefentan Hiftorie, they muft 
mot (as Horace faith ) beginne.ab ovo, but they muft 
come to the principall poynre of that one ation 
which they will reprefent. By example this will 
be beft exprefled. Ihaue a ftorie of yoong Pois- 
dorus, deliuered for fafeties fake with great riches, 
by his Father Prianus , to Polminester King of 


 Xhrace, inthe Troyan warre time. -Heafter fome 


yeares, hearing the ouerthrowe of Priamus, for 
to make the treaftire his owne, murthereth the 
Childe, the bodieof the Childe is taken vp, He 
cuba, thee the fame day, findeth-a fleight to bee 
reuenged mofte cruelly of the Tyrant. Where 
nowe would one of our T ragedie writers begin, 
Dit with the deliuerieof the Childe ? Then thould 
hee faile ouer imo Thrace, and fo fpende F know 
mot howe many yeares , ‘and trauaie numbers of 
places... Buc where dooth Esripides ? ewen with 
the finding of the bodie , thereft leauing to berold 
by thé fpirite of Polidorus.. This needes fio fur- 
ther to bee enlarged, the dulleft witte may core 
ceiue it’, ‘But befides thefe groffe abfurdities, 
howe all their Playes bee neither right Trage- 
dies, nor right-Comedies ; mingling Kinges and 
Clownes, not becaufethe “one fo carriet . 
; t 
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thruft inthe Clowhneby head and fhouldersto play 
@ part in maiefticall matters , with neither decen- 
cié€ nor difcretion : fo as neither the admiration 
and Commiferation, nor the right fportfulnefle is 
by their mongrell Tragicomedie obtained. [know 
«Apuleius did fomewhar fo , but that is-a thing 
recounted with {pace of time, not reprefented in 
one moment: and I knowe the Auncients haue 
one. or two examples of ‘Fragicomedies, as Plasr 
sus hath Amphitrio. Butif wemarkerhem well, 


wee fhall finde that they neuer or verie daintily- 


matche horne Pipes and Funerails. So falleth. iz 
out, that hauing indeed no right Comedie in thar 
Comicall.part of our Tragidie, wee hatie nothing 


but (currillicie vnwoorthie of anie chafte eares, 


or fome extreame fhewe of doltifhneffe, indeede 
fit to lift vp a loude laughter and nothing elfe: 
where the whole tra&t of a Comedie fhauld be 
full of delight ,.as the Tragidie fhauld bee fill 
maintained in.a well railed admiration. ' Bur our 
Comedients thinke there is no delight without 
laughter, which is verie wrong, for though laughi 
ter.may come with delight,. yet commeth it nor 
of delight, as though delighr fiould bethecaufe 
of laughter. But. well-may onething breed both 
togither, Nay rather in themfelues, they haueas 
it were a kinde of contrarietie? For delight wee 
fcarcely doo ,’ but: in thinges: that haue.a conue+ 
niencie to our felues-,'or to che gefierall natures. 
Laughter almoft euer commeth of thinges mofte 
‘difproportioned to our felues, and nature. . Deo 
ea « alede See See: ~ ee ar light 
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fight hath a ioy in it either permanent or prefent. 
Laughter hath onely a fcornfull tickling. . For ex- 


ample, wee are rauifhed with delight to feea faire. 
woman, and yet are farre from beeing mooued - 
to laughter. Wee laugh at deformed creatures, 


wherein certainly wee cannot delight. We de- 


light in good chaunces, wee laugh at mifchaun- 
ces. _We delight to heare the happinefle of our 


~ friendes and Countrey , at which hee were wor- 
thie to be laughed at, that would laugh: we fhall. 


contrarily laigh fometimes to finde a matter quite 
miftaken, ahd goedowne the hill againft the byas, 
in the mouth of fome fuch men as for.the refpeét 
of them; one hall be hartily forie, he cannot chufe 
but laugh, and fo is rather pained, then delighted 
with laughter. Yet denie I not, but that they 
may goe well togither , for as in _dlexanders pic- 
ture well fer out, wee-delight without laughter, 
and in twentie madde Antiques, wee laugh with- 
out delight. So in Hercules, painted with his 
great beard and furious countenaunce , in a wo- 
mans attyre, fpinning, at Omphales commaunde- 
ment; it breedes both delight and laughter «for 


the es of fo ftraunge a power in Loue, — 
t 


procures delight , and the fcornefulnefle of the 
action, ftirreth Iaughter. Bur: fpeake to this 
purpole, that all the ende of the ‘Comicall part; 
bee not vppon fuche fcornefull: matters as ftirre 
Jaughter onelie, but mixe with it, that delight- 
full teaching whiche is the eride of Poefir. And 
the great faulte euen in _ poynt of! ae pot 
eee ae * | eee ean 
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~ and forbidden plainly by Aristotle, is,that they ftirre 


laughter in finfull things, which arerather execra~ 


ble then ridiculous : or inmiferable , which are ra-. 
ther to,be pitied then {corned.For what.is tttomake 
folkes gape at awretched begger, and.a beggerly: 
Clowne: or againft lawe of hofpiralitie , to 1eaftar, 
ftraungers, becayfethey fpeake not Englith fo well 
as wedo? \WWhat doo welearne {ince it is certaine,, 
| Nilhabet infalix paupertas durius in fe, Quam quod ri- 
diculos homines facit.But rathera bufie louing Cour-. 


tier , and.a hartleffe threatning Tbr/o;a felfe-wile- 


feeming Schoolemaifter, a wry transformed Tra-. 
ueller : thefe if we faw walke in Stage names, which. 
. weplaienaturally, therein were delightfull laugh~ 


ter, and teaching delightfulneffe sas in the other: — 


the Tragidies of Buchanan do iuftly bring foorth a: 
adiuine admiration. But I haue lauifhed out too. 


many words of this Play-matter; I doit, becaufe as: 


they areexcelling parts of Poefie, fo is there none fa: 
much vfed:in England; and nonecan be more pitti- 
fully abufed:: which likean vnmannerly daughter, . 
fhewing a bad education , caufech her mother Poe- 


fres honeltie to be calledin queftion. Other fort of 


Poetrie, almofthaue wenone, but that Zyricall-kind: 


ef Songs andSonets ; which Lord, ifhe gauevsfo. 


good mindes, how well it might be employed, and: 
with how heauenly fruites, both private and’ pub-. 
like, in finging the praifes of theimmortall bewtie,. 
the immortall goodnes of that God, whogiueth vs. 


hands towrite, and wits to conceiue: of which we- 


might wel want words, but neuer matter;of which 
we.couldturne oureyes tonothing,but we fhould: 


cucE: 
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euer hauenew budding occafions. Butteuly many 
of fuch writings as-come vader the banner of vnre- 
- fiftableloue, if Iwerea miftrefle, would never per- 
{wade meethey.wereinloue: focoldly they applic 
frie fpeeches, asmen that had rather redde louers 
writings, and focanght vp certaine {welling Phra- 
fes, which hang togither like, a manthat once tolde 
methe winde was at Northweftand by South,be- 
caufe he would be fureto name winds inough,then. 
that in truth they feelethofepafsions , which eafily. 
as I thinke, may be bewraied by that fame forcible- 
nefle or Energia, (asthe Greeks call it ofthe writer).. 
But let this bea futficient, though fhertnote , thar: 
_ wemiffethe righit vfe of the material! point of Poefte.. 


_ Now for the-outfide ofit, whichis words, or (as I 


may tearme it) DicFion, it is euen well worle: foisit: 
‘that hony-flowing Matrone Eloquence, apparrelled,. 
or rather difguiled: in aCourtifanlike painted affec~: 
tation. One time with fo farre fet words,that many 
feeme monfters ;. but muft feeme ftraungerstoanie- 
poore Englifhman :an other time with courfing of © 
a letter, as ifthey were bound to follow the method: 
of a DiGtionary :-an other time with figures and flo- 
wers, extreemly winter-ftarued. Bur I would this — 
fault were onely peculiar to Verfefiers,and had not: 
as large poflefsid among Profe-Printers: and which: 
isto be meruailed among many Schollers, & which 
_ istobe — among fome Preachers. Truly Icould’ 
with, if at leaft Lmight be fo boldto with, inathing: 
_ beyondthereach ofmy capacity,the diligent Imita-. 
tors of Tully & Demosthenes,moft worthie to be imi-- 
tated ,didinat fo mucti keepe Wézolian paper beokes,. 
| | age eee 
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seen The Defence of Poefe: 
ef their figuites and phrafes, as by attentive tranfla- 
tion , as'it- were, deuoiire them whole,.and make 
them wholly theirs. For now they caft Suger and 
fpice vppon euerie dith that isferued tothe table: 
like thole Mdians, not contentto weare eare-rings 
at the fit and naturall place.of the cares, but they 
will thruft ‘Tewels through their nofe and lippes, 
becaufe they willbe fure to be fine. Tally when he 
was to driueout Catéline,as it were witha thunder- 
bolt of eloquence, often vieth the figure of repiti- 
tion,as V inet C vinctt, imo infenatum,V enit imo, infe- 
satum venitiorc. Indeedeenflamed , witha welt 
groundedtage, ee would haue his:words (as it 
were), double out of his mouth, and fodo that ar- 
tificially , which we fee men in choller doonatural- 


ly. And we hauing noted the grace of thofe words, . 
hatethei in fomerimes:to afamiliarEpiftie; when | 


it were too tauch choller tobe chollericke. How 
well ftore of Similiter Cadenfes , doth found ‘with 
the grauitie of the Pulpit , 1 woulde but inuoke 
Demosthenes foule to tell : who with a rare dain- 
tinefle vleth them . Truly they haue made mée 
thinke of the Sophiiter, that with too much fubril- 
tie would proue two Egges three, andthough he 
might bee counted a Sophister, had none for his 
labour. So thefe men bringing in fuch akinde of 
eloquence, well ‘may they obtaine an opinion ofa 
feeming fineneffe, but perfwade few, which fhould 
bethe ende of their fineneffe. Now for fimilitudes 
in certain’ Printed difcourfes, I thinke all Herberifts, 
all ftories of beafts, foules, and fithes, are rifled vp, 
that they may come in multitudes to wait vpon any 


of 


. 
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-ofour conceits, which certainly is.as abfurd afiurfer 
othe eares asis pofsible. Forthe force ofa fimili- 
tude not being to proue any thingtoacontrarydil- 
puter , but onely <9 explaine to a willing hearer, 
when thats done, thereftis a mofte tedious prat- 
ling, rather ouerfwaying the memorie from the. 
purpofe whereto they were applied, then anie 
whit enforming:the iudgement alreadie either fa- 
tisfied, os by fimilitudes not to be fatisfied. For’ 
my. part, I doo not doubt, when. 4atonius and — 
- Craffus, the great forefathers of Cicero ineloqnence, 
the one (as Cicero teftifieth of them) pretended‘net 
to knowe Art; the othér not tGfet by it, (becaufe 
with a plainefenfibleneffe, they might winne cre- 
dit of popular eares,. which credit , is the neareft 
fteppe to perfwafion, which perfwafion , is the 
- chiefe marke of Oratoric) [donot doubt Ifay, but 
that they vfed thefe knacks verie fparingly , which 
whodothgenerally vfe,any man may feedoth dance 
‘tohis owne mulick, and foto benoted by theaudi- 
- ence,more careful co fpeak curioufly then truly.Vn- 
doubtedly (atleafttromy opinion vndoubtedly ) I _ 
hauefound in diuers {maflearned Courtiers,amore — 
found ftile, then in fome profeffors of:Jearning , of 
which Icangeffeno other caufe, but.that the Cour-. 
‘tier following that which by praGifle he findeth fit- 
-teftro nature, therein(though he know:itnot)doth 
according toartthogh norbyart : wherethe other 
. viingart to fhew-artand nor hidgart (asin thefeca- 
.fes he fhuld do) flieth from naqure, &indeed,abuferh: 
aft. But what? methinks] deferueto be poiided for 
‘fraying from Pastrie,zo-Oxatory:bur both have fuch 
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‘an affinitie inthe wordith confiderati6, that I think 
this digrefsion will make-my meaning receine the 
fuller vnderftanding : whichis nor to take vpon me 
toteach Poets how they fhoulddo, but only finding 
my f{elfe ficke among the telt, to fhew'fome one or 
4wo {pots of the common infection growneamong 
the moft part of writers; that acknowledging our 
felues fomewhat awry, wee may bendetothierighe 
w{eboth of matter and manner. Whereto our lan- 
guage giueth vs great occafion, being indeed capa- 
ble of any excellent exercifing of it. Tknowefome 
will fay itis amingled language : And why not, fo 
much the better, taking the beft of both the other? 
Another will fay, ic wanteth Grammer. Nay truly 
it hath that praife that it wants not-Grammer ; for 


Grammer it might haue, but it needs itnot, being fo | 


--eafie in itfelfe ; and fovoyd of thofe comberfome 
differences of Cafes,Genders, Moods, & Tenfes,which 
“I thinke wasapeece of the Tower of Babilons cule, 
thar aman fhould be putto fchooleto learn his mo- 
ther congue. - But forthe vitering {weely and pré- 
perly the conceit of the minde, which isthe end of 
ipeech, that hath it equally with any other tongue 
inthe world. And is petticularly happy in compofi- 
‘tions of two or three wordes togither, neare the 
- Greeke, farre beyond the Latine, which is oné of 


the greateft bewties can bein a language. Now of — 


“verfefying there aretwo forts the one auncient,the 
other moderne. The auncient marked the quantitie 
‘ofeach fitlable;: and aceording tothat , framed his 
verfe: The moderne , obferuing onely number, 
withfomeregard of theaccent; the chiefelife ofit, 
; > flandeth 
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ftandeth in that like founding ofthe words, which ~ 

wecall Rime. Whether ofthefebethemore excel- 
lent, wold bear many{peeches,the ancient no doubt 
more fit for Mufick, both words and time obferuin 

quantitie, and more fir, liuely to expreffe diuers paf- 
fionsby the low or loftie found of the well-wayed 
fillable. The fatter likewife with his rime ftriketh 
acertaine Muficke tothe eare : and in fine, fince 


it dooth delight, though by an other way, it obtai- 


neththefamepurpofe, therebeing in either fweet- 
neffe,and wanting in neither, maieftie. Truly the 
Englith beforeany Vulgare language , I know is fit 
for both forts: for, for the auncient, the Ztalianis fo 
full of Vowels , thar it muft euerbe combred with 
Elifioss . The Duch{o ofthe other fide with Confo- 


. nants, that they cannot yeeld the fweeteflyding, fit 


fora Verfe. The French in his whole language, hath 
not one word that hath his accent inthe laft fillable, 
fauing two, called _stepenultima;, and little more 
haththe Spanish, and therefore verie gracelefly may 
they vie DacFiles. The Englith is fubte& to none of 
thefedefects. Now forRime, though wedoonot © 
obferue quantie, yet wee obferue the Accent verie 
precifely, which other languages either cannot do, 
orwillnot dofoabfolutely. That Ce/ura, or brea- 
thing place in the midft of the Verfe , neither Ztalias 


~ - nor Spanish haue :the Frenchand we, neuer almoft 


~ faile off. Laftly,euen theverie Rime it felfe,the Jta- 

kancannot put it in the laft {illable,by the Franch na- 

med thecAa/culine Rime; but ftillinthenext tothe 

laft,which the Fresh call the Female; or the next be- 
forethat, which the Italian Sdracciela: the example 

ta | K | of 
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-Ofthe former, is Buono, Saono , of the Sdrucciola, is 
Femina, Semina, The French of the other fide , hath 
both the Maleas Bén,50%; and the Female,as Plai/e, 


Taifesburthe Sdrucciola he hath not: where the Eng- | 


ith hathall three, as Du, Trew, Father, Ruther, Mo- 
tion, Potion, with much more which might be fayd,. 


but that alreadie I finde thetriflings of this difcourfe. 


ds mucghtao much enlarged. Sothat fincethe euer- 
praife woorthie Poefre is full of vertue breeding de- 
lightfulnefle; and voyd of no gift. that ought to be 
in the noblenameof learning, {incethe blames layd. 
againtt it, are either falfe or feeble, fince the caufe 
why itis not efteemed in England,isthe fault of Po- 
et-apes,not Poets. Sincelaftly our tongueis moft fit 
to honour Poefie, and to.bee-honoured by Poefie,. 
Iconiure you all that haue had the cuilliuck to read 
this inck-wafting toy ofmine , eueninthename of 
thenine cAwJes no moreto fcornethe facred mifte- 
‘ties of Poefe. No more.to laugh at thename of Po- 
ets, asthioughthey were next inheritors to fooles; 
no-moretoieftat theretierent titleofa Rimer , but 
to beleeue with -4rijfotle,that they were the aunci- 
ent Treaftuvers ofthe. Grecians diuinitie; to beleeue 
with Bembus, that they: wete firft bringers in of all 
Ciuilitie; to beleeve. with: Scalliger that no Philofo- 
phers precepts can fooner make youan honeft man, 
then thereading of Virgil ; to beleeue with Clanfe- 
rug, the Tranflatorof Cormutys , that it pleafed the 
. heauenly deitie by Heffod and: Homer, vnderthe vailé 


~ of Fables to ginevsall knowledge , Logicke, Rheto- 


‘ricke, Philofopbienaturall and morall, and Quid von? 


Tobeleeue with me, that there aremany mifteries _ 
ca | ee .|. contained. 
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contained in Poetrie, which of purpofe were war et 


ten darkly, leaftby prophane wits it fhould be abu- 
fed: Tobeleeue with Zandin, that they are fo belo- 


ued of the Gods ,. that whatfoeuer they write, pro- . 


ceeds of a diuine furie. Laftly , to beleene them- 
felues when they tell you they willmake you im- 
mortal by their verfes. Thus doing ,your name fhall 


~florith in thePrinters fhops.T hus doing you fhalbe 
ofkinto many a Poeticall Preface. Thus doing, you 


fhal be moft faire, moft rich, moft wife,moftall:you 
fhall dwel vpon Superlatiues. Thus doing though 
you be:Libertino patre natus,you fhall fedeinly grow 


_ Herculea proles, St quid mea Carmina poffunt. Thus do- 
— ing, your foule fhallbe placed with Dantes Beatrix, 
or Virgils Anchifes. But if (fe of fuch a but) you bee 
_ borne fo neare the dull-making Cataract? of Nilus, 
that you cannot heare the Planet-like Muficke of 
Poetrie; if you hauefo earth-creeping a mind that it 


cannot lift it felfe vp to looke to the skie of Petrie, 
or rather by acertainerufticall difdaine,wil become 
fuch amome, as to beeacMomus of Poetrie: then 


though I willnot with vnto you the Affeseares of 
Midas, nor tobe driuenby a Poets verfesas Bubonax’ . 


was,to hang himfelfe, nor to berimed todeath asis 
faid to be done in Ireland , yet thus much Curfe I 
muftfend you in the behalfe of all Poets, that while 


you liue, you liviein loue,and neuer getfauour,, 


for lacking skill of aSonet, and when you 
die, your memoriedie fromthe earth. 
for want ofan Epitaphe.. 
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